JAMES H. LOFTIS OBT.
b. 23 July 1838, AR – d. 9 December 1898, Rogers, Bell Co., TX, md on the 19th of
August 1880, Jackson Co., TN to Nancy Eveline "Nannie" Johnson, b. 29 November
1860, Jackson Co., TN – d. 22 May 1949, Rogers, Bell Co., TX, both buried in Rogers
Cemetery, Rogers, Bell Co., TX. Nancy Eveline "Nannie" Johnson, d/o William Samuel
Johnson (1831-1884) & Susan Ann Harris (1830-1909), both buried in Old Union
Cemetery, Sparta, White Co., TN. James H. Loftis, s/o William Loftis (1801-1875) &
Elizabeth "Betsy" Loveall (1802-1874), she is buried in Loftis Cemetery, Jackson Co.,
TN.
Source: Gainesboro Sentinel: 19 January 1899
James H. Loftis, formerly a well-known citizen and prominent businessman of
Gainesboro and brother of our townsman, David Loftis, died on December 9, 1898, at his
home in Rogers, Bell county, Texas, at the age of sixty years, having been born July 23,
1838, in Arkansas. He was raised in this county, and entered the mercantile business in
Gainesboro, in 1876 and continued in that business part of the time as a partner with H. J.
Harley until about 1884, when he left here and went to Kansas, where he lived for about
two years, removing from there to Belle county, Texas, where he was engaged in the
mercantile business. He was stricken with paralysis in 1895 and again in 1897 becoming
helpless and remaining in that condition until his death.
The family from which Mr. Loftis came is one of the oldest and most prominent in
Jackson county, having been identified with its interest and connected with its history
ever since the foundation of the county.
The father and mother of the subject of this sketch, William Loftis and Elizabeth Loveall,
were married April 3, 1828. William Loftis was born May 1, 1801, and died February
16, 1875. Elizabeth Loftis was born March 10, 1802, and died December 9, 1874,
exactly 24 years before the death of their son, the subject of this sketch. They had born to
them nine children, four boys and five girls, to-wit; J. P. Loftis, age 70, now living in
Texas; Mrs. Malinda Loftis, age 68, now living in Missouri; David Loftis, age 66, living
in Gainesboro; Mrs. Nancy Maberry, age 64, now living in Missouri; Laborn Loftis, age
63, now living in Nashville; James H. Loftis, who died in Texas; Mrs. S. E. Chaffin, age
58, now living in Kansas; Mrs. R. M. Loftis, age 55, now living in Missouri; Mrs. P. M.
Harley, age 52, now living in Nashville. As will be seen from the above list all the
children are yet living except one.
J. H. Loftis was married in Nannie Johnson, August 9 1880 and his wife and three boys
survive him. Some time in October 1872, William Loftis and wife, who were living on
Morrison’s Creek, had with them at dinner all their children and all their grandchildren
except one. All the nine children of William and Elizabeth Loftis were together at
dinner, all eating at the same table at Logan H. Loftis in Ozark county, Missouri on
September 20, 1894. I was a reunion of brothers and sisters who had been separated for
more than 20 years.
Henry P. Loftis

Read more about the Loftis family at:
http://www.ajlambert.com

