DR. NOLAN FOWLER
COOKEVILLE -- Dr. Nolan Fowler of Cookeville, age 94, Professor Emeritus of
History at Tennessee Tech University, died on Monday, Oct. 6, 2008.
No visitation or services are planned.
He was born Nov. 3, 1913, in a rural area of Wayne County, W.Va., to the late William
Clarence Fowler and Lillie Fay Friel Fowler, both elementary school teachers. Nolan was
the product of Nine-Mile Elementary School in Cabell County, W.Va., one of the famed
"one-room schools." Fowler attributed his later success to the eight-year regimen based
upon these points: emphasis on the basics, splendid organization, endless patience, and
omnipresent repetition -- the first law of education as far as he was concerned. He
emphasized that this was by no means a dull mechanical system, but rather a rigorous
process pervaded with respect and enthusiasm.
Dr. Fowler's family included his late brother, Daryl, and his late sister, Glenith.
He is survived by a daughter and son-in-law, Elaine and Dr. Michael Palencia; a
grandson, Andrew; a granddaughter, Dr. Rachel Palencia Harper and husband Jeff
Harper; and a great-grandson, Michael Harper. Mr. Fowler's first wife was the late Rubye
Lee, nee Cochran, a Marine veteran, whom he married in 1943 and who died in 2004. He
married longtime family friend Janet Marks in 2005, and his extended family includes her
sons, John, Robert, and Gary Marks, and their families.
Dr. Fowler graduated form Huntington Central High School (W.Va.) in 1931. It was
while he was in high school that he developed an affinity and love for the hammer throw,
an event in which he excelled throughout his life, throwing weights of from 16 to 56
pounds. He is the holder of over thirty Masters Olympics American and World records in
that event, and he was inducted into the Morehead State University Athletic Hall of Fame
in 1993 and the Ohio Valley Conference Athletic Hall of Fame in 2001. In 2006 he was
honored at the Morehead Homecoming.
Because the Great Depression of the 1930s brought financial hard times, Dr. Fowler had
to work his way through Marshall College (now Marshall University), taking various jobs
for as little as ten cents an hour. Among these jobs was working at the American Car and
Foundry where, among other things, railroad wheels were molded. He graduated with
honors in 1939, enlisted in the Navy, was discharged for medical reasons, and then
attended graduate school at the University of Kentucky and earned his Master of Arts in
history in 1940 and his Ph.D. in 1955 at this institution.
Dr. Fowler taught American history at Morehead State University in Kentucky from 1943
to 1962, started the track and field program there, and was its coach from 1952 to 1957.
Under his direction the program won its first Ohio Valley Conference title, even though
Morehead did not have a track at the time. In 1962 he was recruited by Tennessee Tech
University as a faculty member in history and also as the Track and Field coach. He

retired from Tennessee Tech in 1979, but he remained active in supporting the
Department of History and the Department of Foreign Languages with a variety of
donations, the latest of which (2005) was an endowment of $150,000 for continuing
funding of an annual lecture on the U.S. Constitution. Tennessee Tech named this event
the Nolan Fowler U.S. Constitutional Development Day. He has also made provisions for
major contributions to Morehead State University and Marshall University.
Dr. Fowler continued his competition in Masters Olympics events until he was well into
his 80s. He maintained a large garden of vegetables and flowers until he was in his late
80s, and he mowed his own lawn with a push mower until he was 90. The head cataloger
at UK consulted the Head Archivist at Harvard University about the standing of Fowler's
collection. The latter said it was the best of its kind in the U.S. because it was kept in one
place, not scattered. Fowler attributed the development of this passion for the epic
adventures of ancient heroes and heroines to his rigorous elementary school education, as
well as an English course in high school.
Well into his 90s, Dr. Fowler continued the research of many years toward writing "A
Biographical Encyclopedia of Prominent Native Kentuckians, Living and Dead." It is
much needed by the press, libraries, teachers, and scholars of the state.
Dr. Fowler's friends knew him as an untiring supporter of education and the fine arts, a
"Renaissance man" in his knowledge of almost everything -- from sports to gardens to
history. If there was ever a time in a conversation that he could not recall a detail dealing
with the topic at hand, no matter what that topic might be, his conversation partner could
expect a lengthy hand-written letter in a few days with his painstaking research on the
subject.
One of Dr. Fowler's former colleagues commented that "Fowler was probably the most
knowledgeable and greatest professor to ever teach at Morehead State University. He was
the one who inspired me to become a history professor." Tennessee Tech University's
first student Fulbright Scholar, later a history professor herself, named him as the
professor who inspired her the most because of his excellent teaching and his
encyclopedic knowledge.
Dr. Fowler's friends and family will miss his enormous range of knowledge and his quick
wit.
Hooper-Huddleston & Horner Funeral Home and Cremation Services is in charge of
arrangements.
You may send condolence to www.hhhfunerals.com (931)526-6111.
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