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ABSTRACT

The first commercial radio station licensed in the United
States was KDKA, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in Qctober 1920. Mjor
netropolitan areas began receiving |icenses for stations throughout
the 1920's. However, few stations appeared in the rural areas of
the nation until the late 1930 s.

e of those stations was WHUB, Cookeville, Tennessee, which
began broadcasting service to the Upper CQunberland Pl ateau on July
20, 1940. M L. "Luke" Medl ey, whose entry into the broadcasting
i ndustry al nost proved di sastrous, nanaged to survive the econom c
pr obl ens whi ch confronted himduring his first three years of
oper at i on.

VWHB gai ned such a follow ng throughout its coverage area that
even t hough stations were licensed in all the adjoining counties
except one, the station has enjoyed conti nued success in
li stenership and revenue.

This study chronicles the devel opment and subsequent success of
VWHB fromits earliest envisionment by Medl ey through application
hearings, early difficulties both with revenues and personnel, and

to the ulti mate success of the operation.



Vi

Qoi ncidental to the chronicling of the" station's
devel opnent is a | esser study of the noverment of economc growth in
the narket area.

The concl usions reached are that WHB and M L. Medl ey have
contributed substantially to the gromh of the snall narket
broadcasting industry by furnishing others interested i n the nedi um

wth a viable pattern on which to build their stations.



LI ST OF FI GURES

FI GURE PAGE

© © N o 0 K& W b=

e N e
w np PO

Fifth Anniversary |Issue, Putnam County Herald

Certificate for Patriotic Service—2940 ........
Buy War Bonds Booth—2942 ......................
On-the-Air Wedding—942 .. ...... ... .. ... .. ....
Esso Amat eur Hour—1942/1943 ... ................
Children's CGospel Hour—2944 ...................
CBS Affiliation Announcement—944 .............
Mustard and Gravy Unique—3944 .................
Qur Pl edge/ G eatest Show31944 .................
Bi ggest Show in Town—€BS Week—2945 ............
VWHUB Program Log Mailer—2945 ... ...............
Name the CBS Stars Contest—2945 ...............
Radi o Manufacturers Associ ati on Award—3945 .. ..

N T
N o 0 &

Viii

United Press Award—2955 . ...... ... .. .. ... . ...
CBS Thirty-Year Golden M ke Award—3974 ........
VWHUB Rate Card Number 10 ......................
M L. "Luke" Medley—975 ............. .. .. .. ...



CHAPTER |
| NTRODUCTI ON

Radi o broadcasting officially began in the ULhited States in 1920
when station KDKA, P ttsburgh, Pennsylvania, commenced broadcasti ng.
After the initial success of KDKA several hundred radi o stations
comenced broadcasting throughout the country. Mst of these stations
were |located in netropolitan areas, although a relatively snall nunber
were licensed to small towns. Mst of the snall town stations,
however, were educational outlets, licensed nainly to colleges and
universities. Snall nmarket commercial radio stations began to appear
in significant nunbers during the late 1930's; however, not until after
VWrlid Vér Il did local radio broadcasting cone to be a w despread
phenonenon. Today, |ocal radio broadcasting has diffused to
practically every town and village in the nation.

This is a case study of one of those early snall narket radio
stations which has renai ned an active part of its comunity through its

br oadcast history.
| . DEVELOPMENT OF BROADCASTI NG

Radio Sation KDKA PR ttsburgh, Pennsylvania, becane the first

I'i censed comercial broadcasting station in the Unhited
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Sates on ctober 27, 1920. The Secretary-of Commerce issued a license
on that date to the Véstinghouse H ectric and Manufacturing
Gorporation. The station's first regul ar broadcasts commenced si x days
| ater, Tuesday, Novenber 2, 1920, when, at eight o clock in the evening,
KDKA started broadcasting el ection returns fromthe presidential race
between Vrren G Harding and James M CQox.

Qher stations, |icensed for experinental broadcasting, had
carried news, nusic, and other forns of oral communication prior to the
begi nning of KDKA however, the first official commercial radio station
license was awarded to the R ttsburgh station.

Inits first year of operation, KDKA set the pattern for what
later cane to be the standard radio fare: orchestra nusic, church
servi ces, public service announcenents, political addresses, sports
events, dramas, and narket reports. The one el ement mssing whi ch was
in evidence later was the commercial. Veéstinghouse felt that the
publicity which it was receiving fromthe station shoul d not be shared

wth others; hence it bore the full expense of operating the station.

1sydney W Head, Broadcasting in America, A Survey of
Tel evi sion and Radi 0. Second Edition (Boston: Houghton
Mfflin Co., 1972), p. 134.

2Hpad, p. 137.

3Head, p. 136.



KDKA's |icense was issued under the authority granted to the
Secretary of Labor and Commerce by the Radio Act of 1912. (According
to Sydney Head, the two departnents were separated in 1913, each having
its own secretary.)? This Act was the first conprehensive
l egislation enacted in the | United States to deal with the
groming wireless industry. It remained in effect for 15 years,
through the period of technical and economc evol ution of the radio
i ndustry. 9

The Act of 1912 was enacted followi ng the Titani c disaster.

A though a ship was only 15 mles away fromthe sinking Titanic, no
standard for radi o watches had been established. The operator on
the second shift had gone off duty 15 mnutes prior to the tine that

the nessage, "V¢' ve struck an iceberg. Sinking fast," was sent.6
Mre than 1500 persons died, |argely because 24-hour radi o watches
were not required.

The Radi o Act of 1912 enpowered the Secretary to issue |
licenses to any United States citizen who mght apply, and to assign
wavel engths to be used. The Act gave the Secretary only the power
to issue licenses. No regul atory power was granted by the Act. In

the first year of its existence,

4tpad, p. 156.
Stead, p. 155.
6Head, p. 155.



US Atorney General J. C MReynolds, a Tennesseean, acting upon the
first challenge given the Act, ruled that "the Secretary of Commerce
and Labor is only authorized to deal wth the matter as provided in the
Act and is given no general regul ative power."7.8 Therefore, then
Secretary of Comrmerce and Labor, WIlliamC Redfield, had no option in
either the awarding of a license nor in the regulation of the |icensee
after the award.

As the broadcasting industry started to growin the early 1920"s,
it soon becane evident that nore regul ati ve power nust be i ncor por ated
into existing law The Act of 1912 al |l oned anyone of Wnhited States
citizenship to request a license. Wile it did not allowthe Secretary
to be selective in his registration of such an outlet nor to regul ate
its operation once it began transmtting, sone neans of controlling the
operators had to be found. In 1921, Secretary of Conmerce Herbert
Hoover assigned two frequencies for use by the operators of that tine.
These were 360 neters (833.3 Kilohertz) and 485 neters (618.6
Kilohertz). The first frequency was assigned to news and entertai nnent
stations, and the second channel was allocated to crop and weat her

report stations. Assignnents were nade in neters,

The World Al manac and Book of Facts, 1975 (New York:
Newspaper Enterprise Assn., 1974) , pp. 748-752.

8Head, p. 156.



rather than frequency, since antenna |lengths were the specified
paraneters at that tine.9

A great deal of interference resulted because of the nunber of
stations operating on conmon frequencies. Cbviously the nunber and
the technical operations of stations required regulation to
elimnate such interference. Engineering crudity and portability of
stations al so contributed to the probl em 10

Secretary Hoover called a series of National Radi o Conferences
with the station operators in 1922, 1923, 1924, and 1925. Twenty-
two broadcasters attended the first conference. By the 1925
conf erence, attendance had increased to 400. The purpose of the
conferences was to develop a self-regul atory solution to the
probl em Hoover's hopes that the broadcasters thensel ves woul d form
sone sel f-policing action were ill-founded. 1In 1924, he said, "I
think this is probably the only industry of the United States that
is unani nously in favor of having itself regulated."1l These four
conferences led to the drafting of |egislation which would bring the

industry under regulative as well as licensing authority.

9ead, p. 156.
10tgad, p. 157.
NHead, p. 154.



Secretary Hoover found that his regul atory power over the
industry was zero when, in 1926, a court rul ed against the
governnent in the historic Zenith Radio case. 12

WAZ, Chicago, owned by the Zenith Radi o Corporation, had been
licensed to share tine with a Denver, Colorado, station. WAZ did
not al ways adhere to its assigned frequency; instead, it chose to
broadcast on different frequencies than the one which had been
assigned. Secretary Hoover brought suit under the Radio Act of
1912. But the court found in favor of WAZ, stating:

If Section 2 (of the Radio Act of 1912) is construed to give
the Secretary of Commerce power to restrict the operation of a
station as (the Secretary) contends is done by this |icense,
what is the test or standard established by Congress, by which
the discretion of the Secretary is to be controlled? .

Adm ni strative rulings cannot add to the terns of an Act of
Gongress and nmake conduct crimnal which such | ans | eave

unt ouched. 13

The Attorney General added his opinion that there woul d be no
point in the Secretary's pursual of the case because, under the
Gonstitution, he was without regul atory power. This historic

deci sion has been cited as proof that in a

Head, p. 157.
Head, p. 158.



government based on | aws, no man can exceed the authority which he
is specifically del egated by | aw 14

The fourth radi o conference (1925) furni shed recommendati ons
whi ch formed the basis for House Resol uti on 5589, whi ch subsequently
became the Radio Act of 1927. Sone of these recomrendations call ed
for specific governmental actions, including: ascertainnent of
proper governmnental supervision of the industry through |icensing
and regul ation; clarification of the existence of interference
between stations; |egalization of the status of radi o broadcasti ng;
assurance of technical inprovenents to elimnate "floating"
transmtters which seemed to appear anywhere their portability could
carry them and regulation of the industry in the public interest.
This last itemled to an additional provision which was incorporated
into the Radio Act of 1927. A five-person comm ssion was created to
license and regul ate the radi o broadcasting i ndustry. Under the new
Act, all forns of wirel ess communi cations services were subject to
the regulatory power of the Federal Radi o Comm ssion (PRO.

An amendnent to the original resolution is of particular
significance to this study. Representative E W Davis, a nenber of

the US House of Representatives from Tul | ahorma

l4More recently, in Anerican history, the aftermath of judicial

decisions in the Vtergate case has reaffirmed this concept that
man i s subject to the | ans under, which he serves, no matter at

what | evel of governnent he may be serving.



Tennessee, introduced an anendrment (which was commonly call ed the
"Davis Arendnent”) calling for the Uhited States to be divided into five
zones for the purpose of |icensing radi o broadcasting stations. The
Davi s Anendnent was approved and was |ater instrumental in del aying the
application for the radio station which is .the-basis for this case
study. Davis intended that his anendrment shoul d insure |icensing of
radio stations to rural areas, thus precluding all radio station

l'icenses frombeing assigned to |arge netropolitan areas.

Phi | osophy of the Radio Act of 1927

Senator Vél lace E Wite of Maine, who probably contributed nore
than any other legislator to the Radio Act of 1927, said of the Act:

We have reached the definite conclusion that the
right of our people to enjoy this neans of

conmuni cation can be preserved only by the
repudi ati on of the idea underlying the 1912 | aw t hat
anyone who may transmt and by the assertion inits
stead of the doctrine that the right of the public
to service is superior to the right of any

i ndi vidual to use the ether.15
Sydney Head summari zed the underlying principles of the Act:

1. The radi o waves or channels belong to the people.
2. Broadcasting is a unique service.
3. Service nust be equitably distributed.

151 pid, p. 160.



4. Not everyone is eligible to use a channel

5. Broadcasting is a formof expression protected by
the First Arendnent.

6. The government has discretionary regul atory
power s.

7. The governnent's powers are not absol ute. 16

Wil e the Act appeared to pl ace nost of the regulatory power in
the hands of the Secretary of Commerce, this consequence did not
occur. Instead, the five-nan FRC assurmed nore and nore of the
actions of regulation. It was also assunmed that the FRC woul d
eventual |y be phased out after its initial fornmulation of rules and
regulations for the industry. Again, this assunption was in error.
Each year the Coomission's original powers were extended for another
year. Finally, it becane evident that the grow ng i ndustry was
destined to create admnistrative problens which only a full-time
agency coul d handl e. The FRC becanme a pernmanent body on Decenber 18,

1929. 17

The FRC Begi ns per ati ons

During the first 12 nonths of its existence, the FRC began
regulating the industry. It set broadcast |icense periods at 60
days, established the broadcast band as 500 to 1,500 Kilohertz, thus
changi ng the assi gnment of channel s fromwavel engths to frequenci es,

and eli mnated the use of

16Head, pp. 160- 161
17Hpad, p. 161.
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portable radio transmtters in the broadcast band. However, it did
not immedi ately address itself to the nmost pressing problem
reduction of the nunber of outlets on the air. There were, in fact,
732 radi o broadcasting stations on the air in the country in Mrch
1927, when the FRC assunmed office. 18 Reducing the nunber was
essential to solving the interference created by the cacophony of
over| apping stations on the sane or adjacent frequencies.

The Gonmi ssion used various neans to reduce the nunber of
stations. First, those stations which were operating wth nargina
techni cal capability had to becone nore stable in their
transmssions or leave the air. Second, because skywave
interference increases at night due to the reduction of ionospheric
layers fromfour to one (the "H" |ayer), the Comm ssion reduced

those stations authorized to operate after

18Eri k Barnouw, A Tower in Babel —A Hi story of
Broadcasting in the United States. Vol. | (hereafter Barnouw
1) . (New York: kford Unhiv. Press, 1966), p. 209.




1
| ocal sunset from565 to 397.19,20 The second year of its operation,
the FRC began classifying stations as to clear, regional, and | ocal
channel s.

By 1930, the GComm ssion had issued a detailed set of guidelines
for engineers. The "Standards of Good Engi neering Practice" renmain
today as the criteria for broadcast engineers.

Initially, the FRC had issued General Oders in a sequentially
nunbered series. These General O ders were replaced by a | ess w el dy
set of Rules and Regul ati ons whi ch becanme effective February 1
1932.21 Those Rules and Regul ations have been changed t hrough the
years to neet changi ng enphasis in the industry, but their basic

applications still are the guidelines for the industry.

19The ionosphere is formed into four distinct |ayers of upper

at nosphere during sunlight hours. The layers are caused by
ultraviolet ionization of the atnosphere by the sun. During the
nighttime, only one layer (H) is ionized. This phenormenon creates
propagation peculiarities, not only between day and ni ght, but

al so during various seasons of the year. Sun spots are a type of
i onospheric di sturbance which severely affects radi o wave
propagation. Therefore, ionospheric waves, or skywaves, tend to
reach farther at night than during the day when the four |ayers
absorb nore radi o wave energy than does the single nighttine

| ayer.

20Head, p. 162.

21Hpad, p. 162.
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The Communi cati ons Act of 1934

Wien the Radi o Act of 1927 was bei ng consi dered by the
Qongress, sone nenbers wanted to go a step further wth the | egi sl ation
to include under one agency all wire as well as wrel ess
communi cations services. Two years after the passage of the Act of
1927, a bill was introduced to transfer to the FRC all wire
communi cati ons and those remai ning wreless functions still outside
the Coomission's jurisdiction. The debate continued w thout action

during subsequent years.

Wien Franklin D. Roosevelt was inaugurated as President of the
Lhited States in March 1933, he expressed interest in the
consolidation of authority. In 1934, Roosevelt forwarded the

follow ng Interdepartmental Conmttee recommendation to Qongress:

| have long felt that for the sake of clarity and

effecti veness, the relationship of the Federal Covernnent
to certain services known as utilities should be divided
into three fields: Transportation, power, and

communi cations. The problens, of transportation are
vested in the Interstate GComrerce Comm ssion, and the
probl ens of power . . . in the Federal Power Corm ssion.
In the field of communication, however, there is today no

singl e Governnent agency charged with broad aut hority. 22
Thi s sinple recommendati on by the President spurred the
Congress to enact the Communi cations Act of-1934. The new Act

pl aced all w re/wreless communi cati ons- services under a

22Hpad, p. 163.
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si ngl e i ndependent agency, renamed the agency as the Federal

Gommuni cati ons Comm ssi on, and expanded the agency fromfive to

seven menbers. The Act of 1934 al so retai ned the Davis Arendrent
fromthe Radio Act of 1927.

Today, the Communi cations Act of 1934, with anendnents, governs
the operations of all wire and wreless commnications services in
the United States.

As the new Federal Communi cati ons Comm ssion (FOCO took office
in 1934, it found itself overseeing 593 broadcasting
stations plus 722 assorted experinental stations involved in

tel evision and facsi m|e transm ssion experinentation. 23

Devel opment of Broadcasting Stations

Following initial assignment of a license to KDKA in 1920,
stations sprang up across the country. The major |icensing year was
1922, when nore than 500 additional grants were nade. By Decenber
31, 1922, 670 stations had been granted a license to operate. Five
hundred and seventy-six stations were actual |y broadcasting on that
date. 24 Mbst of the applications cane fromlarge cities. This was
to be expected since naj or nmarketplaces offered the advant age of

audi ence (potential consuners for advertisers' products and

23Erik Barnouw. The Col den Wb —A Hi story of
Broadcasting in the United States. Vol. Il (hereafter
Barnouw I1). (New York: Oford Univ. Press, 1968), p. 30.

24Barnouw |, p. 104.
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services), nore diversification of goods and services anong
advertisers, and the concentration of financial institutions.

Few appl icants for facilities came fromthe snal |l er
nar ket pl aces. 29

During the first five years of licensing of stations (1921-
1925), 10 commercial and five educational radio stations went on the
air in tows of |ess than 10,000 popul ati on.26 During the next
five years only nine licenses were granted to commercial outlets in
this popul ation range. Even during the depression years from 1931
through 1935, 11 small market radi o stations becanme operati onal
But the largest group of small narket operators prior to Wrld Vér
|1 came between 1936 and 1940, when 31 |icenses were granted. 27

As the broadcast industry spread fromcoast to coast, sone
smal | market busi nessnen began to think of applying for |icenses. A
nunber of relatively small cities did obtain stations in the late
1920's and early 1930's. Bristol, Virginia/ Tennessee, becane the
home of WOPI in 1929. WJS, Jackson, Tennessee, went on the air in

1931. Each city had

25Educat ors, too, had di scovered the worthi ness of
broadcasti ng. Seventy-two educational radi o stations were
licensed in 1923.

26Barnouw |, p. 91.

2/Broadcasting. Vol. 17, No. 1, July 1, 1939 (hereafter
Broadcasting). (Washington, D C: Broadcasting Publications,
Inc., 1939), pp. 100- 166.
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popul ati ons of about 20,000 at that tinme. "Cther cities of simlar
Si ze scattered throughout the nation began radi o station operations
during the sane peri od.

Two factors prevented nany woul d-be broadcasters from appl yi ng
for alicense. First, the great depression of the late twenties and
early thirties left the econony in a very unstable condition. And,
there was still the Davis Arendrent.

Under this amendnent, the nation was divided into five zones for
the purposes of radio station allocation. If an operator desired a
station in his narketpl ace, and the zone allocations were all filled, he
could only buy an- existing station and nove it to his city. For
exanpl e, WBC first established by the First Baptist Church in
Knoxvi | | e, Tennessee, during the 1920's, was purchased and noved to
Qeeneville, South Garolina, in 1933. WXY, a bridge away from
dncinnati, Ghio listed its hone town as Qovi ngton, Kentucky, since the

zone which contained Chio was filled and Kentucky's zone was not .

Snal | market stations which began operations in the 1920's and
1930' s have nmet with m xed success. Sone of themcontinue to operate
intheir original locations under their original owners; others have

noved to | arger nmarkets; a few
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have been sold to other individuals or groups; and sone have gone

silent after a short period of operation.28

Repeal of the Davis Anendnent
Publ i c Law 652, approved on June 5, 1936, repeal ed the Davis

Arendrent. Wth that repeal, all reference to zones for

consi deration of assignnent of |icenses was renoved. New | anguage in
PL 652 placed the allocation of radio facilities under Section 2,
Subsection (b) of Section 307 of the Communications Act of 1934.27
The criterion for application for a broadcast station now becanme
"technical availability" of a location and noninterference with

exi sting stations.

D ffusion of Radio into Small Mrkets

Wth the renoval of grouping of allocations according to zones,
both large and snal | narket applicants increased. (ne such appli cant

and his struggle to establish what becare

28t the 74 commercial and five educational, |icenses
granted to snmall markets from 1921 to 1940, all five educational
and 59 or 80 percent of the commercial stations are still on the

air. Twenty-seven percent of the original |icensees still
operate their stations (conputed by the author from Broadcasting
Year book, 1975; data contained on pp. G8 through G 214).

29gt atutes at Large of the United States of America

fromJanuary 1935 to June 1936, 74th Congress. Vol. 49, Part I,
Public Laws. Chap. 511. (hereafter Statutes). (Washington, D C:
US Gvernment Printing Gfice, 1936), p. 1475.
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a classic exanple of snmall market radio operation forns the basis for
this thesis.

M L. "Luke" Medl ey, Buffal o Valley, Tennessee, becane
interested in radio station operation in 1933. Mdley, after
repeal of the Davis Anendnent, applied for and was granted a permt
for a small radio station in Gookeville, Tennessee

WHB Radi o, Cookeville, Tennessee began operations July 20,
1940, sone 18 nonths before Wrld War Il. This fact, coupled wth
the extrenely small market (Cookeville's 1940 popul ati on was
4,364), 30 caused severe financial problens during the first few years
of operation. The problens were so acute that Medl ey consi dered
closing the doors of the station several tinmes. F nancia and
personnel shortages whi ch appeared i nsurnountable at the tine
brought Medl ey, as the station's owner, to the brink of capitulation
on nore than one occasion. It is with these early years as a base
that this thesis will show how Luke Medl ey becane a successful

entrepreneur in broadcasting.

30Fifteenth U S. Census, 1930. Table 15, pp. 40-46.
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1. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Because smal | market radi o operations were rather limted prior to
1940, 31 the prinary probl emwhich this study will consider is the
chronicling of the history of one of the nation's first snall town
radio stations. In md-1940, no Tennessee town of |ess than 20, 000
popul ation had a licensed radio station. It was not until July 14,
1940 that WKPT, Kingsport (popul ation 14,000) began broadcasting. In
the examnation of the problemof a | ack of snmall narket stations, it
w |l be shown that Luke Medl ey's proposed venture had few parallels in
the nation and .none in Tennessee.; Key questions to be answered in this
st udy i ncl ude:

A Wat pronpted the owner to consider an application for this
radi o station?

B. How did he accumul ate sufficient acumen and know edge of
broadcasti ng to prosecute such an application?

C Wt problens were encountered before the granting of a
construction permt? F nancial ? Technical? Qher?

D Wat problens were encountered as the station began
operations? F nancial ? Technical? Qher?

E Howdidthe snall town of Gookeville react to "honet own

radi o?" Audi ence? Adverti sers?

31lproadcasting, pp. 100- 166.
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F. Howdid the station owner respond to early difficulties?

G Howdid the station obtain a network affiliation?

H Wen did the station begin to break even financial ly? Wat
factor(s) influenced the upturn?

|. How effective has the station been in fulfillnent of
service "in the public interest, convenience, and necessity?"

In addition to chronicling the station's history, an effort
w Il be nade to anal yze the actions of the owner to neet probl ens he
encount ered as they devel oped.

Wil e WHUB nay not have been typical of all small narket
operations of the pre-World War Il era, it did serve as a nodel for
nmany snal |l narket stations which began operations in the post-war
period. Being the first station on the air in a Tennessee town of
| ess than 10, 000 popul ati on, WHUB was studi ed by Robert MKay, WRM

Col unbi a, Tennessee, prior to his application for that station. 32

[11. REVIEWOF THE LI TERATURE

Literature revi ew has been conducted in two forns: first,

the review of naterial specifically published about

32(e ot her Tennessee town slightly larger than
Cookevi | | e —Ki ngsport —wi th a 1940 popul ati on of 14,000, had
WKPT on the air just days before WHB.
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WHB;, and second, a review of naterial published in prinmary form
regarding smal |l narket radio stations, their devel opnent, and their
survival rate. Special attention has been paid to historical docunents
detai | ing broadcasting operations during the 1930's when first thoughts
were bei ng given to establishment of WAB.

An extensive search of material was made in the files of the FCC
in Wshington, D C for specific information regarding WAB s
exi stence. (opies of the Putnam Gounty Heral d published w th speci a

pages or editions regardi ng WHB al so were perused. Q her docunents
naintained by M L. Medley in the historical files of the station in
Qookeville were reviewed for information relative to the operation.
Several phot ographs of |ive broadcasts nade during the early years of
WHB have been copied and are included as figures foll ow ng the
narrative of this study. Awards and certificates of appreciation al so
have been copi ed for inclusion here

A search of Dissertation Abstracts did not disclose any studies

whi ch appeared directly relevant to this work. A few histories of
large promnent radio stations are contained i n these abstracts, but
none of snall narket radi o operations.

Four wor ks which were gernane to this study were found in

Journal i sm Abstracts.
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O der out of chaos: The formative years of Anerican

Broadcasting, 1920-1927, is the title of Dr. Lewis E Weks

di ssertation at Mchigan State University in 1962. Weks'
di ssertation does not engage in evaluation, according to the
abstract. Rather, he chronicles the devel opnent of the industry
through the tines fromlicensing of KDKA until the enactnent of
the Radio Act of 1927.33

Gayl on H Watson, a candidate for the Master of Arts degree
at the University of Mssouri in 1964, wote A Hstory of KWMQ

Springfield, Mssouri, as his thesis. Devel opnent of the station

fromits inception in 1924, through the next 30 years of
operation, forns a part of the thesis. The second purpose,
according to the author, was to enphasi ze the inportance of
creating a good i mage by a radio station.34

The study nost closely aligned with WHUB's case study
appears in a thesis witten in 1964 by Charles Forrest Hunter, a
Master's candi date at Bri gham Young University. M. Hunter's
thesis is entitled A Hstorical Study of Radio Stati on KSUB and

its cultural and econonic inplications as they affect Iron

County, Wah. KSUB is located in Cedar Gty, Wah. The station

began broadcasting on July 3, 1937, three years before the

begi nni ng of operations by WHUB.

33Journal i sm Abstracts, Vol. Il (1964), p. 36.

34journal i sm Abstracts, Vol. Il (1964), p. 139.
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During interviews conducted by the author with M L. Medl ey, owner
of WHUB, he stated that in his conparison studies of simlar narkets
to Cookeville, one of the communities which he found cl osel y
paralleling his own was that of Iron Gounty (Cedar Aty), Wah, and
KSUB. However, one najor difference exists between the two
stations. Since 1937, KSUB has had six owners; WHUB began
operations in 1940 under owner M L. Medl ey, who still owns the
station in 1975.

Hunter's thesis appears to be that while KSUB has been | ess
than a financial success, the public service and cul tural
contributions provided to the city and county have been significant.

Zachary S. Fow er, University of Georgia, developed his thesis
on A Study of the Chronol ogi cal Devel opment of the Radio

Broadcasting Stations in Athens, Georgia. This 1972 study traces

the devel opnent of radio stations in that university commnity from

the first station, ,:WAU to the newest one, WDO.. Fow er exam nes

t he phil osophi es and the successes of the station operators.
Literature reviews concerni ng broadcasting operations nust

i ncl ude both the individual editions and the yearbooks of

Br oadcasti ng magazi ne. A search of the repository at the

35Journal i smAbstracts, Vol. Il (1965), p. 89.

36Journal i sm Abstracts, Vol. 11 (1973), p. 106.
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publication's offices in Washi ngton, B.C furnished val uabl e
information regarding the status of the industry in the 1930's prior

to the sign-on date of WHUB. Data found in Broadcasting were

checked agai nst official docunents such as the FOC Annual Reports to

assure authenticity of these data. The Broadcasti ng Year books have

furni shed i nfornation regardi ng ownershi p changes, station |ocation
changes, and whether or not the earlier stations continue to
oper at e.

| nval uabl e background information regarding the industry has
been obtai ned fromthe three historical vol umes by Erik Barnouw, 37

and Sydney W Head's Broadcasting in Arerica, A Survey of

Tel evi si on and Radi o.

| V. PROCEDURES FOR THE STUDY

Detail ed examnation of FOC files in Washington, D C, WAB s
historical files in Cookeville, and personal interviews and letters
fromthe principals involved conprise the research nethods used for
gaining naterial for the study. M L. "Luke" Mdley, WHB s
initiator and sole owner, and Stacey J. Mdtt, vice-president of

VWAB, [ncorporated, and the general nanager

37A Tower in Babel: A Hstory of Broadcasting in the United
States to 1933; The Golden Wb: A Hstory of Broadcasting in
the Ubhited States from 1933 to 1953; The Inmage Enpire: A

H story of Broadcasting in the United States from 1953.
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of the station were interviewed personally. Letters fromthe first
chi ef engineer, Charles Duke, and fromJesse Beasl ey, the man whom
Medl ey credits with planting the idea for WA, supply further
background i nfornation about the study.

Wil e the basic industry |egislation and evol uti on have cone from
naterial and sources cited in the preceding section of this chapter,
subsequent chapters w Il have primary source augnentation fromnateri al
gat hered t hrough the intervi ew net hod.

Verification of statenents nade by the four individual s has been
nade through conparison of each other's replies to questions, and
t hrough examnation of the FGC files in Véshington, D C, or other
witten records naintained in Cookeville by Medley. Wile sone
statenents cannot be corroborated, either that fact is noted in the
narrative, or the material has been del et ed.

Sation docunents in okeville have been, examned for natters
relevant to the study. Those which added authority to the study have
been copied and are included, in the figures section (Appendi x)
follow ng the narrative portion.

Research for this project was started in Novenber 1973.
Interviews wth Medl ey and Mtt were conducted through January 1974.
Letters fromBeasley and. Duke replying to witten questions were

received in the sane tine frane.



25

The data have been coll ated and assigned to the narrative
according to subject matter and tine of occurrence. Were nore than
one viewpoi nt of a happening is expressed, divergent views are so
not ed.

An anal ysis of the occurrences and actions taken by the
principals of this study is made al ongside the narrative of the
study. Since an evaluation of such actions is not pertinent to this
work, analysis will only be in the context of conparison of each
action within the framework of the state of the industry, or within
the confines of the economc picture of the Upper Qunberland area at
the time of the action. Such analysis nust be restricted to the
i nherent know edge of the author regarding personal insight and
experience within the industry, the Wper Qunberland market, and the

nen invol ved in. the decision-naki ng processes at \WHUB.

V. LIMTATIONS OF THE STUDY

Due to the extensive tinme frame covered, by this study (35
years), sone limtation in primary source naterial may exist.
Wier eas statenents have been nade largely fromnenory by the
principals invol ved, Medl ey has used extensive records fromhis
files in refreshing his nenmory of events. The FCC station files in
Washington, D.C were used as a primary source, wth corroboration
of dates and events through Medley and Mott interviews. No najor

di screpanci es were found
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between Medl ey' s testinony and the FOC files, which speaks well for
WAB s historica files.

The WHUB study will focus on general devel opnent of a very
successful radio operation in a snall nmarket froma very inauspici ous
beginning. Wiile the general economc health of the station wll be
indicated, in accordance with M. Mdl ey's w shes, no specific

financial data will be di scussed.

VI. ORGAN ZATI ON OF THE STUDY

This introductory chapter of the study has given a brief overview
of the status of wreless communications in the Radio Act of 1912,
whi ch gave the Secretary of Commerce and Labor. (separated in 1913 into
two secretariats) the authority to "register" applicants, but gave no
regul atory power over these operators to the Secretary.

The 1927 Radi o Act covered the operation of wireless or radio
broadcasters. It did not place regul ation of other neans of
comuni cati on under the Federal Radio Comm ssion (FRO which the Act had
creat ed.

The Communi cations Act of 1934 brought tel egraph and other wre
comuni cations services under the new seven-nman Federal GCommuni cations
Comm ssi on (FGO) which replaced the five-nan FRC  Wrel ess regul ati ons
remai ned basically the sane as those of the Radio Act of 1927. Those

sane rul es
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and regul ations, wth sone anendnents, cover the operations of al
el ectroni c communi cati ons services in this country today.

Ensui ng chapters of this study closely fol |l owthe sequence of events
and actions by which Medl ey noved fromthe idea of building a radio station
in Gookevill e, Tennessee through the tangl es of an application and
hearing, early financial struggles, the acquisition of the (BS Radio
Network, the post-World Vr 11 era, and finally, the cul mnation of
one man's dream and how he fought to attain that dream The steps
taken wll be carefully examned and anal yzed.

Finally, an overall evaluation of WHUB s operation, and its
inpact on the entire Upper Qunberl and area of Tennessee during the 35
years of service will be nade.

Gonclusions to this study will examne WHB' s success in a
smal | narket; about the results of 35 years of service to the Upper
Qunberl and area in "the public interest, convenience and necessity;" the
advant ages brought to the owner and the station; and the station's

inplication to others.

VI1. DEFIN TION OF TERVS
Following is a set of definitions of terns which are used in

this study. The reader should be better prepared to
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followthe train of narrative description once he has acquai nt ed

hinself with these definitions.38

Aternating Qurrent (AQ: A flow of electricity which
reaches a maximnumin one direction, decreases to zero, then
reverses itself and reaches a nmaximum in the opposite
direction.

Aml i tude Mddul ation (AVM: Mdul ation in which the
anpl i tude (loudness) of the wave is the characteristic subject
to variation.

Anode: The positive el ectrode.

Audio Frequency (AF): Any frequency corresponding to a normal |y
audi bl e sound wave, nostly between 15 hertz and 20, 000 hert z.

Broadcast: Radio or television transmssions intended for
public reception, for which receiving , stations nake no
recei pt.

Broadcasting: The transmtting of speech, nusic, or visual
prograns for commercial or public-service notives to a
relatively large audi ence (as opposed to two-way radio, for
exanpl e, which is utilitarian and is directed toward a limted
audi ence.)

Carrier WWve: The basic, continuous, transmssion of energy by
aradio station, wth or wthout nodul ation, at the frequencies to
which it is assigned. These frequencies contain the carrier
frequency pl us side bands both above and bel ow the carrier
f requency.

Cat hode: The negative el ectrode.

dear Channel Sation: Dvided into Qasses |-A [-B and I1.
Qass |-A stations are hi gh-power AM dom nant stations protected
fromall interference by other stations. Qdass |I-B stations
i ncl ude nore than one domnant station and a nunber of secondary
stations assigned to the sane frequency. dass Il stations are

38A |l unnarked definitions are taken- fromthe Radio
Shack Dictionary of Hectronics/ Rudolf F. Gaf (ed.), Fourth
Edition. (Fort Wrth, Tx., 1974).
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usual |y | ow power stations assigned to frequenci es occupi ed by
Qasses |I-Aand |-B stations, but which offer no interference to
these stations. dass Il stations usually are daytine only
stations.

Communi cations Act of 1934: Added all wire services to the
Radi o Act of 1927. Increased the size of the coomssion fromfive
nenbers to seven nenbers. Changed the nane of the commssion from
the Federal Radio Coommission to the Federal Gommuni cati ons
Cormm ssi on.

Gonti nuous Waves (Qf: Hectronagnetic waves generated as a
continuous train of identical oscillations. They can be
interrupted according to a code (usually Mrse International
Code), or nodul ated in anplitude, frequency, or phase in order to
convey i nfornation.

Daytine Sation (LS [Local Sunrise to Local Sunset]:Stations
aut hori zed to operate fromdesi gnated sunrise to desi gnated sunset
in each locality. The FQC assigns the hours of operati Rn accor di ng
to average sunrise and sunset each month of the year.4

Drect Qurrent (DO: An essentially constant-val ue current
that flows in only one direction, norrmal ly to the anode.

Drectional Antenna Array [DAB rectional antenna, usually a
directional pattern during the entire broadcast day. DA N—
Drectional antenna pattern at night only. DA-2-B rectional
pattern at all tines Bgt adifferent pattern for dayti ne and
ni ghtti ne operation. ]

Federal Gommuni cations Gomm ssion (FOO: Seven nenber body
aut hori zed by the Communi cations Act of 1934 to |icense and
regulate all wre and wrel ess

3%ad, pp. 46-47
40rpad, p. 163.
4lHead, pp. 46-47,

42t pad, pp. 46-47
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conmuni cat i ons services in the Lhited States and its
territories. 4

Frequency Mdul ation (FM: Mdul ation of the sine wave
carrier so that its instantaneous frequency differs fromthe
carrier frequency by an anount proportionate to the
i nst ant aneous anpl i tude of the nodul ati on wave.

Federal Radi o Gommuni cation (FRO: F ve-nenber body aut horized
by the Radio Act of 1927 to license and regul ate w rel ess
communi cations services in' the Lhited Sates.

Hertz (Hz): Awunit of frequency equal to one cycle per
second.

Kilohertz (KHz): A wunit of frequency equal to one thousand
cycl es per second. [Power of 10 to the 3rd]

Megahertz (MHz): A wunit of frequency equal to one mllion
cycl es per second. [Power of 10 to the 6th]

AQgahertz (GH): Awunit of frequency equal to one billion
cycl es per second. [Power of 10 to the 9th]

Local Channel Station (Qass IV): Lowpower station
designed to serve a_snall conmunity of a segnent of a
netropolitan area.

Mbdul ation: The process of nodifying sone characteristic of a
wave (called a carrier) so that it varies in step wth the
i nstant aneous val ue of another wave (cal led a nodul ati on wave or
signal).

Propagation: Radiation of el ectronagnetic waves through a
nedi um usual |y space in radi o propagation.

Radi o:  Gommuni cation by el ectronmagneti c waves transmtting
t hrough space.

43tpad, p. 163.
pad, p. 161.

45Head, pp. 46-47



31

Radi o Act of 1912: Authorized the Secretary of Commrerce
and Labor (changed to Commerce only in 1913 when a separate
Departnent of Labor was forned) to issue licenses to United

States citizens who applied for wirel ess operations. 46

Radi o Act of 1927. Brought all wreless (radi o) services
under one licensing and regul atory agency, the Federal Radio

Conmi ssi on. 47

Radi o Frequency (RF): Any frequency at whi ch coherent
el ectromagnetic radiation of energy is possible.

Regi onal Channel Station (dass Ill1): Stations designed to
serve nore limted areas than clear channel stations, but nore

ext ensi ve service than | ocal channel stations. 48

S ne Wve: A wave whi ch can be expressed as the sine of a
linear function of time, space, or both.

Television (TV): A tel ecommunication systemfor
transmssion of transient images of fixed or noving objects.

Tennessee Technol ogi cal Wniversity (TTU Tennessee Tech):
Four-year university |ocated at Cookeville, Tennessee.
Qiginally Dxie Qollege until 1915; Tennessee Pol yt echni c

Institute (TPl) until 1964.49

46tpad, p. 156.
47tpad, p. 161.
48pad, pp. 46-47.

49Tennessee Technol ogi cal University assumed that title in 1964
followi ng a | egislative act which established university status
for several higher education institutions across the state.
Tennessee Tech first was established as Dxie Gollege in 1915.
The nane was changed to Tennessee Pol ytechnic Institute in the
late 1920 s.
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Lhited Press (International) [UP(I)]: News service
established in 1907 by Hwood WIlis Scripps [ Scri pps-Howard
Newspaper s/ Radi o/ Tel evi sion] to conpete wth Associ at ed
Press. Wnited Press merged with the Hearst International
News Service in 1958 to formUnited Press International .50

Wavel ength: In a periodic wave, the distance between
poi nts of correspondi ng phase of two consecutive cycl es.
The wavel ength [signified by the Geek |etter A Lanbda] is
related to the phase velocity [v] and frequency [f] by the
formul a Lanbda = v/f.

Wreless: Wsed inthe United States in the sense of the
British termfor radio, when "radi 0" mght be msinterpreted
(e.g., wreless mcrophone). Al so, the termgenerally used
prior to 1920 to denote radio.

SO0Edwi n Enery, Phillip H Ault, and Warren K Agee. Introduction
to Mass Communi cations. Third Edition (hereafter Emery). (New
York: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1971), p. 75.




CHAPTER 1 |

THE EARLY YEARS—2931 TO 1938

Twenty mles west of Cookeville, Tennessee, lies the village of
Buffal o Valley, where during the early years of the Twentieth
Century, Z. A Medl ey and Conpany was a very active center of
nerchandi sing. A diversity of products was avail able for purchase
there, including farminplements, general supplies, groceries,
staples, even nen's clothing. The Buffal o Valley Post Cfice was
also located in the store.

Z. A Medl ey and his sons prospered with the famly business
during the first three decades of the 1900's. But as hi ghways
inproved in the md-twenties, better cars and trucks appeared on
them The general nerchandi se business started to decline. It
appeared that country stores, which had been the backbone of the
rural Anerican scene, were on their way out as the thirties began.

In late 1929, the stock nmarket took that deep plunge on "Bl ack
Tuesday, " Cctober 29, when 16 mllion shares changed hands on the
New York Stock Exchange al one. Between 1929 and 1931, over 50
billion dollars were lost in stocks. It was the begi nning of

Arerica' s worst depression.l

Iwerid Al manac and Book of Facts, The, 1975 (hereafter Vrld
A manac). (New York: Newspaper Enterprise Assn., 1974), p. 797
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The nation was deep in the throes of this depression when, in
t he summrer of 1932, the Denocratic Convention nom nated charismatic
Franklin D. Roosevelt to head its ticket agai nst incunbent
Republ i can Herbert Hoover in the fall canpaign. Hoover was being
bl aned by the nation for leading it into the depression, and the
Cenocrats hoped to gain the Wiite House through this
di ssati sfaction with the i ncunbent adm nistrati on.

Franklin D. Roosevelt won 472 of the 531 el ectoral votes and the
el ection in Novenber 1932.2 President Roosevelt's inaugur al
adnonition to the nation, "The only thing we have to fear is fear
itself,"” was very real to Z A Mdley. The storekeeper's fear that
the end of his prosperous business venture was near pronpted one of his
sons to contenpl ate other ventures than the famly store for his own
future.

M L. "Luke" Medl ey, second son of Z A Mdley, and the
operator of the post office in the general store, began to search
about for sone future neans of support for his famly, a wfe and
daughter as well as hinsel f.

Qoincidentally with Medl ey's concerns for his ow future, his
close friend, Jesse Beasley, a rural mail carrier fromthe Buffal o

Val | ey Post Ofice, had becore interested

2vrld A manac, p. 735.
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inradio. Beasley, in fact, had becorme so interested that he took a
correspondence course in radio technology. He had a battery-powered
receiver set in his hone and another installed in his car. He liked
the radi o prograns which he heard fromNashville as he nmade the
daily nail runs in his car,

Through their daily contacts, Beasl ey happened to nention that
it seemed only a matter of time until sonmeone would build a radio
station in Cookeville. Neither of themhad any idea what woul d be
required to acconplish such a feat, but Beasl ey and Medl ey becamre
progressively nore interested in the possibility that they mght be
the ones to do this.

Inlate 1933 or early 1934, Medley is unsure of the exact date,
he wote to the Federal Radi o Comm ssion (FRO, requesting
information regarding filing an application for a station in
Gookeville. The FRC answered Medl ey that there were no nore
al locations to be made i n Tennessee, since the nunber of stations
for the zone in which Tennessee was | ocated al ready was subscri bed.
Medl ey said that the FRC included a ot of other material which
"l ooked li ke a bunch of red tape." After looking it over carefully,
he threwit into the wastebasket. Still the idea of a radio station
in Cookeville kept popping up in Medley's mnd every few nont hs, and

he and Beasl ey di scussed the possibility frequently.
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As the nonths passed, Medley's interest in building a Cookeville
radi o station increased. As one who did not followlegislative
actions in Véshington, however, he did not realize that Congress had
renoved the nain barrier to his dream The Davis Arendnent, which had
been incl uded in the Gommnications Act of 1934, had been repeal ed on
June 5, 1936.3

In 1937, when Medley again wote to the Federal Communi cati ons
Cormission (FOQO , he had little hope of receiving nore than the sane
story which he had gotten in the early thirties. To his surprise, the
FOC sent himthe necessary forns to file an application for a radio
station. Wth techni cal assistance fromJesse Beasl ey and | egal advi ce
fromhis brother, Beverly Medl ey, an attorney, Luke Medl ey began the
| abori ous process of assenbling the application.

Medl ey admts that the actual filing was del ayed for several
nonths; what is not explained is that perhaps he still had sone
reservation about entering such an alien field of endeavor. The
application was finally filed in Decenber 1938. At that time, |ocal
channel (A ass IV) frequencies were limted. The frequency for which
Medl ey applied was 1370 Kilohertz (KHz). He requested 250 watts

daytinme operating power and 100 watts nightti ne operati ng power.

3tatutes, p. 1475.
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In early January 1939, the PQC notified Medley that his
appl i cation had been accepted for a hearing in May 1939. The
purpose of that hearing was to determne if all aspects of the
applicant's filing material were in order. The hearing woul d
determne if the licensing of a radio station in Cookeville,
Tennessee, on 1370 KHz would interfere technically with other radio
stations on that frequency. Al so to be determ ned was whet her
Medl ey was financially capabl e of building and supporting a radio
station.

The announcenent of the filing of an application was carried in
the trade papers. Having practically no know edge of the
broadcasting industry at that tine, Medley clains that he had never

even heard of trade papers such as Broadcasting nmagazi ne, rmuch | ess

read any of them Wthin days of the notification to Medl ey that
the FCC had accepted his application, he began receiving nail from
all over the nation. Applicants for sal es, progranmm ng,

engi neering, and nanagenent positions sent their resunes to the new
appl i cant .

At this point, Medley felt that what had been his and Jesse
Beasl ey's dreamof a radio station in Cookeville mght well turn
into a nightmare. He still clains that the excitement which the two
of themgenerated during those |ong, frequently all-night, sessions,
never really ebbed. But he did have many unanswered questions about

t he new vent ure.
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He was not prepared for the deluge of mail fromthe applicants
for jobs, and as he tells it now, he really did not have any idea
how to respond to the applicants at that tine. Al he had was a
witten notice fromthe FOC in Washington, D C, stating that his
application for a newradi o station had been accepted and that a

heari ng woul d be held in Vshi ngton in May 1939.



CHAPTER 1 |

THE APPLI CATI ON AND THE HEARI NG5—2939 TO 1940

In 1938, at the tine Medley filed an application for his
proposed station, Cookeville had a population of only 3,738.1 It
was very unusual for such a snall town to have its own radio station
during the 1930"s. However, there were a few communities of
conpar abl e or smaller size to which radio stations were |icensed.
Inits 1939 conpilation of FOC actions, Broadcasting indicates that
seven U S cities smaller than Cookeville (1930 Census) had
comrercial radio stations. No Tennessee city of |ess than 20, 000
popul ati on had a radio station on the air before July 1, 1939, or
even before July 14, 1940, when WKPT, Kingsport, began operations.
Thus, the proposed venture by Luke Medl ey had few parallels in the
entire Uhited States, and none in Tennessee.

Uoon recei pt of the notice of the hearings schedul ed in
Washi ngton for May 1939, Medley found that there-were several itens

whi ch woul d have to be proven to the FGC during the hearings.

lFifteenth US Census, 1930. Table 15, pp. 40-46.

39
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ne was the proof of availability of economc support for the
proposed station by the business coommunity of Cookeville. This point
was one whi ch Medl ey subsequently found had different connotations to him

and t he Gonmi ssi oners.

A second poi nt which had to be proved was that the granting of a
license in Gookeville would not technically interfere with other
stations on the proposed frequency. At that tine, the required
transmtter-to-transmtter mleage separation between stations on the
sane frequency was 165 air mles. In the Conmssion' s order to Medl ey,
stations at New Al bany and Evansville, Indiana, and Decatur,

A abama were identified as co-channel stations wth borderline
di st ances.

Each tine Medley filed new data wth the FOC he either sent
copies or notified these other stations of his actions by registered
nail. An offer to each of the other stations to intervene in Medl ey s
application if the newdata did offer interference was included each
tine. None of these stations ever responded to his letters or
intervened in any action on the application.

Another required itemof proof was that adequate and suitabl e
programnaterial be available. Later in this study, areflection of
progracming naterial wll be di scussed.

(ne other requirenent was that Medl ey have sufficient assets to

establish and naintain the station in operation
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until incone revenues were adequate for its support. As wll be shown
later, this was one of the first najor setbacks after the station
started broadcasti ng.

Wth the FQC hearing schedul ed for My 1939, Medl ey deci ded t hat
he needed a prelimnary trip to Wshington to | earn what woul d be
involved in the hearing. Wien he arrived in the capital in Mrch 1939,
the first person Medley met at the Coomission's office was the FOC s
chief engineer. Medley recalls that the man was very abrupt, telling
himthat he could not have a radio station in Cookeville. Mdley told
the chief engineer that he was not certain whether he wanted one or
not, that he was just inquiring about the natter. The engi neer then
becane nore cordial, Mdl ey said.

Follow ng his neeting with the FOC chi ef engi neer, Mdl ey was
introduced to a Coomssion-examner naned HIl. : Medl ey discussed the
application with the examner, who asked who Medl ey' s attorney woul d be
for the hearings. Uon learning that Medl ey did not have an attorney,
HIl told himthat this hearing woul d be basically like a | ansuit.
Medl ey woul d need | egal advice to prove to the Commssion that he was
fully capabl e of being a successful radio station operator,

Wien HIl suggested that the applicant hire an attorney to
represent himat the hearing in May, Medley told HII he did not know
any | awyers who were approved for FQC practice. Thereupon, HII naned

two or three nen who were qualified.
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Medl ey chose George Sutton, a native of Tullahoraa, Tennessee, whose
father had been a Tennessee district attorney general for a nunber
of years.

In his first meeting with Sutton, Medley asked the attorney to
state his fee for representing himat the hearing. Told that it
woul d be one thousand dollars, Medley replied he woul d thi nk about
the matter and let Sutton know later. Medl ey knew that one thousand
dol | ars represented about 10 percent of his total assets; assets
whi ch included very little cash.

After contenplating the situation for a while, Mdley returned
to the Commission again to talk wth examner HIIl. During that
di scussion, Medley asked HIIl if he could not represent hinself at
the hearings in May. HIIl replied that of course he could if he
wanted to do so. The exam ner added that if Medl ey was not prepared
to return to Véshington in May with w tnesses and ot her
docurnentation in behalf of his application, he (HIl) woul d suggest
that while in Washi ngton Medl ey should file a notion to the
GCommi ssi on requesting a deposition hearing to be held i n Cookevill e.
The FOC granted the petition and notified Medl ey, as well as the
ot her stations concerned. They were advised that they coul d be
represented, if they desired to do so.

Medl ey returned to CGookeville and set about preparing for the

hearings. He acquired the services of the United
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States Marshal to subpoena all people required as deponents. The
Mar shal i ssued subpoenas to some 30 to 35 people. The deponents
were requested to report to the United States Post O fice/ Federal
Courthouse in Cookeville at the appointed times and dates.

(e of the chief deponents subpoenaed was John H "Jack"
DeWtt, then chief engineer of WM Radi o, Nashville.2 DeWtt was
subpoenaed to testify as to the technical availabilities of the
frequency, whether the frequency woul d work in Cookeville, and
whet her or not the frequency would offer technical interference
to other stations. DeWtt had prepared maps and draw ngs
necessary, to denonstrate to the FCC that no techni cal
interference woul d result against the other three stations nentioned.

Sever al busi ness peopl e appeared to pl edge financial support

t hrough advertising when the station becane a reality.

2john H "Jack" DeWtt was widely recognized in the broadcasting
i ndustry as an el ectroni cs engi neer of high conpetence. Wen
he served as a consultant and advi ser to Luke Medley in 1939,
he had al ready served the FCC on several commttees, including
al l ocation of frequencies, and on a coonmttee on international
agreenents of frequency allocation. 1In 1946, while serving as a
Lieutenant Colonel in the US Any Sgnal Gorps at Canp Evans,
New Jersey, a sub-post of Fort Monnouth, DeWtt |ed technicians and
engineers inthe first radar contact wth the noon. Alittle known
aspect of that endeavor was that it was not an officially authorized
project. Cficials in Wshington drew up papers agai nst DeWtt for
thi s unaut hori zed use of governnent equi pnent. Wen the officer
arrived at the Little Slver, New Jersey, railroad station to serve
the papers, he discovered that the



These i ncluded SamMMirray, a | ocal departrment store owner; |I. C
Mar chbanks, a pharnaci st and proprietor of a |local drug store; and
J. W DuBois, Cookeville's Texaco distributor. The mnister of the
First (Uhited) Methodi st Church, Reverend A. J. Morgan, testified that
the community needed a radio station which could carry |ocal
religious broadcasts. The Superintendent of Put nam County School s,
Frank R Adans, testified that the area' s schools woul d benefit
through access to the station's programmng. The superi nt endent
foresaw the use of radi o as a nmeans of communi cati ng school
information to the public, as well as receiving prograns of an
educational nature in the school s.

The County and Home Denonstration Agents of Putnam County told
how their offices woul d be benefited by a radio station.
Cookeville's mayor, G d Lowe, and its city clerk, J. E Onen, both
testified in behalf of the service which a radio station woul d bring
to the community.

Q her educators who testified regarding the need for service,

and who offered programnaterial, were J. M Smth,

noon shot had been successful. Uoon calling WAshi ngton for
further instructions, he was told to destroy the papers. He is
said to have flushed themin the toilet at Scriven Hall, the
Fort Monmouth ficers AQub and Transient Quarters. DeWtt
returned frommlitary service to assune the presidency of WV
Incorporated. He led the station through its enbryonic

tel evision years as well as increased the stature of the radio
outlet. DeWtt is nowretired fromWMbut still serves as a
consul tant throughout the nation for broadcasters.



presi dent of Tennessee Pol ytechnic Institute (Tennessee Tech),
and A W Smth, dean at Tech. Dr. Harry L. Wpernan, president of
Baxter Sem nary at Baxter, Tennessee, 10 mles west of Cookeville
of fered both programsources and facilities for broadcasts from
Baxter, if desired.

Hugh Hargis, president of the dtizens Bank of Cookeville, and L.
M Bullington, a local attorney, testified about Medley' s financial
ability and financial status.

The deposition hearing was conducted in April 1939, before
United States Comm ssioner John Dow. Two court reporters, Mss
Dailey Starnes and Al fred Kuykendal |, transcribed the proceedi ngs.
After its certification by Comm ssioner Dow, the transcript was
transmtted to the FCC in Vdshington, DC

Meanwhi | e, Medl ey had been officially notified that the FCC
hearing in Washi ngton woul d be held May 25, 1939. He and his
brother, Beverly, an attorney, went to VMshington a few days earlier
in order to get their naterial ready for the hearing.

e of the first people contacted in WAshington was a radio
consul tant named Carl Buttman. Buttnan assisted Beverly Medley in
preparing questions for his brother at the hearing

The Medl eys had a friend who was a captain on the D strict of

Gol unbi a Police Force. The captain, whose name
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was Archie Wnfrey, invited the Medl eys to his home upon | earni ng of
their visit to Vashington. Wen Medl ey explained that he was in the
capital to plead his case for a radio station in Cookeville, Captain
Wnfrey told himthat he made a point of trying to know soneone at
each Federal agency or bureau. Unfortunately, however, he did not
have such a contact at the FOC. Medley recalls that Wnfrey cal | ed
a friend of his, a man naned d vens, who was originally from
Smthville, Tennessee, 25 mles from Cookeville. @ vens was then
serving as secretary to Congressman Bland of Virginia. In turn,

d vens advi sed that he knew an FOC exam ner named Branhall. @G vens
subsequent |y arranged a neeting between Medl ey and Bramhal | .
Wien the two nen net, Branhall told Medley that he was no
| onger with the Comm ssion, but was noving over to the Federal Trade
GCommi ssion (FTQ, as an examner. However, Bramhal|l agreed to hear
Medl ey's presentation in order to evaluate the case in advance of
the actual FOC hearing. The three nen (both Medl eys and Bramnhal |)
conducted the test hearing in a Raleigh Hotel roomin Véshi ngton.
Uoon conpl etion of the presentation, Branhall asked Medley if
he coul d strengthen his financial statenent. Mdl ey responded t hat
he really did not know whether it would be possible or not.
Branhal | suggested that Medley return to Cookeville and attenpt to

buttress his financial statenent,
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after petitioning the Coomission to continue the case for a later
date and hearing.

Medl ey was reluctant to do this because it woul d have invol ved
his father financially and this he did not want to do. Mdley
t hought that he should not involve his father in something which he,
Luke Medl ey, really did not know a | ot about, and his father knew
even | ess.

Branhal | agreed to call a friend of his who was an exam ner for
the FOCC  An appoi ntment was nmade for the Medl ey brothers to neet
with the examner, Tyler Berry, at eight o' clock the next norning,
May 25, two hours prior-to the official hearing. Branhall advised
the Medl eys to abide by Berry's decision after he heard their case.
If Berry recommended trying it that day, go ahead. But if Berry
said the case shoul d be continued, then by all means, continue it.

The next norning the Medley brothers started wending their way
through the maze of corridors in the FOC Buil di ng seeking Berry's
office. By the time they found the office, there was | ess than an
hour to di scuss the case before the schedul ed hearing. After
listening for a short while, Berry said, "I believe | would go ahead
and try the case."

The three men entered the hearing room Exam ner Hutchison, a
Virginian, heard the case.

ly two witnesses testified in behal f of the application.

These were Luke Medl ey, hinself, and Congressnman Al bert Gore,



then a nmenber of the U S. House of Representatives for only about
five nmonths. Medley previously had asked Gore to testify in behal f
of the application since Cookeville was in the Representative's
district.

Gongressman Gore nmade an excel l ent w tness, considering that he
knew littl e about the radi o business or about the specifics of the
case.

Representative Gore enphatical |y endorsed the idea of
establishing a radio station in his district and expressed
confidence to the examner that Medley was fully qualified to
construct and operate such a station.

During the three-and-a-half hour hearing, the FOC s engineer, a
nman named Onen, disagreed with the deposition of John H DeWtt
regarding location of the transmtter site. The hearing was
adjourned at 1:30 p.m, and the Medleys returned to Cookeville to
awai t the deci sion.

Luke Medley had to wait two nonths for that decision. In the
interim he corresponded with the Comm ssion regardi ng the status of
the application, inquiring as to the possible date of decision.
Finally, Examner Hutchison filed his recommendati on that the
appl i cation be approved. Approval was granted by the Comm ssion on
July 27, 1939. However, the grant was nade subject to the sel ection

of a nore suitable site for the station's transmtter and ant enna.
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The FCC al |l owed 60 to 90 days in which to file a nodification of the
application and to find a newtransnmtter and tower site.

Medl ey went to work immedi ately searching for a nore suitable
site. UWsing a Putnam County map, he went east of Cookevill e seeking
property which mght be both suitable and available for sale.

Anot her site was sel ected west of Cookeville on U S H ghway 70N
Medl ey then took the nmaps back to DeWtt to get his opinion and
recomrendati on on the two sites.

DeWtt | ooked at the two alternate sites. He asked Medl ey if
the original site was still available. Wen told that it was, and
that Medley had an option on it, DeWtt picked up the tel ephone and
call ed the Commission's chief engineer for broadcasting, Andrew
Rng.3 DeWtt told Rng that he had personal |y inspected the
proposed site and he knewit to be the nost suitable one.

R ng, a native of Franklin, Tennessee and a personal friend of
DeWtt, told himto have Medley file the nodification application
and he, Rng, would take care of it. The nodified application was
filed i n Novenber 1939.

I n January 1940, the site was approved by the FOC and a

construction permt was issued. Follow ng that approval,

3Andrew Ring is now an engi neering consul tant in communicati ons.



Medl ey had 60 days in which to commrence construction and an
additional six nonths to conplete the construction. As the 60 days'
deadl i ne neared, Medl ey brought worknen fromhis father's farmto
the proposed transmtter and tower site and dug a hole in the ground
for the tower base. An extrenely bad Wnter prevented further work

on the site until Spring.



CHAPTER | V

ON THE AIR (BARELY) 1940 TO 1943

Qonstruction of a transmtter building was started as soon as
weat her conditions in Mddl e Tennessee brightened. Medl ey began to
have sone doubt that he woul d ever be able to nmeet the deadline for
conpl etion of the radio station within the allotted time. To protect
hi nsel f against this possibility, he filed an applicati on on June
20, 1940, for an extension of time to conpl ete the construction.

The Conmission hel d this application pendi ng the disposition of
an earlier one by Medl ey which requested a change to corporate status
for the licensee. The original application was filed in the name of
M L. Medley. On January 22, 1940, Medl ey had asked the FOC to
change the assignment of his construction permt (CP) fromM L.
Medl ey as an individual to WHUB, Incorporated. During the period of
construction, Mdl ey concluded that it woul d be prudent to incorporate
the station and obtain an amendnent of the transfer to the
corporati on.

He proceeded to obtain a Tennessee charter in the nane of WHUB,

| ncorporated, and established its by-laws. Uon

51
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conpl etion of the state requirenents, Medley filed the application
wth the FCC to transfer the station grant to WHB, Inc.

The Comm ssion, apparently concerned as to Medley's intentions,
guesti oned whet her a corporation woul d be as strong as i ndividual
ownershi p. Medley convinced the FCC that, in his case, the
corporation offered the better choice.

The approval of the change in assignment to WHUB, Inc. was nade
on June 25, 1940, to be effective at 12:40 p.m July 11, 1940.

Fol | owi ng the resubm ssion of the request for extension of
construction conpletion tine in 'the nane of WHUB, Inc., the

Cormm ssi on granted both applications.

| . STAFFI NG BEG NS

As Medl ey began to visualize the final days of construction, he
al so began to realize that with the advent of broadcasting fromall
the equi prent, he woul d have to hire personnel to announce, sell and
wite commercials, and to operate the equi pment. He turned to newy
nade friends in this industry which he was entering to assist in
staffing the station.

At WAl X in Nashville, Medley hired a station manager, WIIiam
"Bill" Reeves, and a chief engineer, Charles Duke. Reeves was to
over see the day-by-day operations of the studio, located on the main

square of Cookeville on Spring



Street. Duke was in charge of the technical plant at 807 H ckory
Street, sone one nile away fromthe studio location. 1 Among the
early staff menbers hired by Bill Reeves were Joe Mabry, Law ence
Peery, and John M Rose. Mabry was an enpl oyee of the Princess
Theater in Cookeville. H's resonant voice soon became a tradenark
of WHB. Peery, a mnister, becane station nanager three years
| ater when Reeves noved to Menphis. Rose, a Cookevill e youngster,
stayed for two years, then noved to Knoxville, then to H gh Point,
North Carolina. He eventually returned to Tennessee to establish
his own advertising agency. 2

Charl es Duke had another fulltine engineer and a parttine
engi neer working for himat the transmtter on Hckory Street near
the Tennessee Tech canpus. { aud Haston, one of the first |icensed
engi neers in Tennessee, went to see Luke Medley in Buffalo Valley
bef ore WHUB began operations. Mdl ey had al ready hired Duke and a

second fulltinme man. Haston did

1puke is now the vice-president and general manager of all
three outlets for General Hectric's W&E TV and WAl X- AM FM
Radio in Nashville. Reeves is retired from broadcasti ng and
lives in A abana.

2Joe Mabry repl aced Lawr ence Peery as station nanager in 1946,
Peery and his wife, who had been a copywiter and traffic
director during Peery's tenure left, the station just after
VWrlid War 11. Peery was a mnister, and did not continue in

br oadcasti ng. John Rose was an announcer in Knoxville prior to
becom ng programdirector of a Hgh Point radio station. Upon
his return to Knoxville, he entered commercial broadcast sal es
for a short time. Eventually, he



wor k weekends and sone vacation relief for WHUB after the station

began broadcasti ng. 3

I[1. ON THE AIR

Medl ey's application for an extension of construction tine was
not needed. The first test prograns were conducted on July 10, 1940.
At 10 o' clock on Saturday norning, July 20, 1940, WHUB officially
began its radi o broadcast service. Anyone throughout the Upper
Qunber| and pl at eau who m ght have had his radio dial set to 1370
Ki | ohertz woul d have been entertai ned by a song entitled "The Johnson
'"Rag." That song inaugurated the culmnation of a dreamfor a
coupl e of country boys—tuke Medl ey and Jesse Beasl ey.

Misi c programming at first was varied. Medley had signed a
contract with Standard Radi o Transcription Conpany for its conplete

library. 1n addition, the station had

joined Joe Hogan in formati on of Hogan- Rose Agency in Knoxvill e.
In 1973, Rose |l eft the Hogan- Rose Agency to form his own firm
John M Rose and (o., also in Knoxville.

30 aud Haston worked for a few months as a parttime engineer for
VHB. He went to Bowing Geen, Kentucky for a short tine, then to
WRCL, Knoxville. Eventually, he returned to the Upper Qunierland to
becone a part owner of a stationin MMnnville. H later sold his
interest inthe MMnnville station and returned to WHB as the
chief engineer, a position he had to | eave in 1973 after 20

conti nuous years of active service there. Bad health forced his
full tinme efforts to be reduced to a consultation service for the
station.
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several hundred 78-revol utions per mnute (78RPM records. A so,
since the station was one of the first affiliates of the Keystone
Broadcasti ng System having joined in 1940, there were nusica
transcriptions included with that service.4 So, initially, nusic
was not a probl emin programm ng.

News service cane fromUnited Press (now United Press
International since the nmerger in 1958 of the Hearst Internationa
News Service and Uhited Press)

The station was on the air fromsix o' clock each norning unti
10 at night. No network affiliation originally was acquired by,
Medl ey. More discussion of his thoughts about that topic will be

nade later in this chapter.

4Keyst one Broadcasting Systemwas established in 1940,

shortly before WHUB becane operational. |Its purpose in the

begi nning was to furnish, two services to snall stations. First,
the. network served as a broker for radio time. KBS would
contract with a large advertiser' such as Carnation M Ik Conpany,
for an across-the-country flight of spot announcenents. Then KBS
affiliates would be paid at a noncoomssioned rate for their tinmne.
The usual rate for which Keystone pai d was the one-mnute, maxi mum
52-week local rate. Second, the affiliates received thirty-three
and one-third RPMdiscs (B ectrical Transcriptions or ETS), which
cont ai ned sone si x or seven songs per side, usually nusic in the
Public Donmain (PD) or nusic by an unknown group or singer. In
WHB s case, these discs were helpful in the first years of
operation. In 1975, Keystone continues to furnish brokerage
service toits affiliates. It no longer has a |library service nor
prograns for use by the stati ons.
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[11. NEWOWMER TAKES STOCK OF HI' S VENTURE

Havi ng surnounted the obstacles of getting the station on the
air, WHB s owner took stock of hinself, and his new venture w thin
a day or so after the station's opening. Medley found m xed
reacti ons about WHUB anong t he townspeopl e of Cookeville. Many felt
that the station was a business or institution which had cone to
stay. Qhers felt that the innovation was nuch |ike a carnival —+t
woul d play in Cookeville for a few days, then nove on to anot her
town. Al seened to wel cone the new station, no natter what their
feelings were about the tonmorrows of WHUB.

Wthin days of commencenent of operation, Medley discovered
that his assets were down to about $800. Faced with an inpeding
payrol | and ot her operating expenses, he di scovered that he woul d
have to get out of the station and increase business or he woul d
find hinself inreal trouble in just a few days.

Medl ey started considering nore seriously the inpact of his new
station on the Cookeville market during the first weeks of its
operation. H's thoughts now reveal ed that he had no i dea how
conpl i cated and extensi ve woul d be the operation of such a station.
Thus, his thoughts of the market and its revenue capability did not
cone until after the station was al ready broadcasting. In

attenpting to
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determne for hinself whether a station in Gookeville coul d succeed
financially, he began conparing his narket with tows of simlar
denogr aphi cs across the nati on which were supporting a radio
station. Looking around the country, he found that a station in
Cedar Aty (lron County), Wah, faced a simlar situation. Another
station that he located in a simlar narket to Cookeville was at
Genada, Mssissippi. GCedar Aty had a population in 1930 of 3, 615.
That was 123 fewer peopl e than Cookeville had that year. Genada's
si ze exceeded Cookeville's by 611 persons in 1930. 9 6

Wsing information fromboth the United States Departnent of
Commerce and the Whited States Bureau of the Census, Medl ey
concluded that if stations could exist in those two towns, there was
a good chance that WHUB al so coul d succeed. Medley wote to the
station managers in both Cedar Gty and G enada, but never received
an answer fromeither of them He now feels that he shoul d have
talked with the Chanbers of Commerce or other busi ness organi zati ons
inthe cities to gain economc information about them

Medl ey used retail sales figures, along wth whol esal e
distribution and population figures to assess his chances in

conparison to the other two cities. Retail sales in Putnam

SFifteenth U S. GCensus, 1930. Table 15, pp. 40-46.

6Br oadcast i ng Year book, 1975, p. G 104.




Gounty in 1938 total ed just over two-and-a-half mllion dollars.
Radi o sets in hones totaled 760 urban and 2,690 rural. Medley does
not have in his records the figures he found for the other two
markets, but he said that he found the three narkets were very
simlar in their conparison.

Using simlar data for two towns—ene in the Far Wst, the
other in the Deep Sout h—Medl ey decided that he coul d nove into the
broadcasting business with a bit of confidence. At the | east, an
opportunity appeared to be present for such a venture to succeed.

Medl ey says that he rode out the last six nonths of 1940 by
nmanagi ng to neet the payrolls. The m nimumwage then was 30 cents an
hour, with tine-and-a-hal f for overtine,

Medl ey rem ni sced about an early sal es experience he had.
Wiile in Knoxville in August 1940, a nonth after WHUB went on the
air, he took advantage of the opportunity to call on M. J. Floyd
Goodson at the JFG Cof fee Conpany on Jackson Avenue. As Medl ey
recalls, the office was quite large, but sparsely furnished. After
neeting M. Goodson and expl ai ning that he represented WHJB, a new
station in Cookeville, Medley told Goodson that he wanted to sell
himon a 30-day trial run of advertising on WHUB. (Goodson |i stened
to the pitch and agreed to the plan. Medley returned to Cookeville
and started the canpaign by running a spot announcenent in the seven

a.m newscast.
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After 30 days, Medl ey contacted Goodson by phone. oodson asked
that WHUB continue the advertising for JFG S nce 1940, with the
exception of a few nonths out of the 35 years, JFG Coffee and ot her
JFG product s have been advertised consistently. A though that was
the only face-to-face neeting the two nen ever had, the
rel ati onshi p has been an excel | ent one.

During the first six nmonths of operation, summer and fall-1940,
total income just about kept current operating expenses in bal ance,
but it was not enough to pay the obligations which Medl ey had
incurred. However, despite the bl eakness of the situation, the

station was still-broadcasting on Decenber 31, 1940.

V. 1941-1942

Wth the new year cane a slight increase- in business over the
first six nmonths of operation* Medley provided no specific figures
for the increase, but he estimates that it may have been sonewhere
between 10 and 12 percent.

Wth the attack on Pearl Harbor on Decenber 7, 1941, and the
active entry of the United States into Wrld War 11, the econom c
pi cture at WAB began to darken.

During 1942, according to Medl ey, the bottom dropped out of
br oadcasti ng revenue. He lost 25 percent of the business the

station had done in 1941. Even, by the mddl e



of 1942, the situation became nore discouraging. At tines,
Medl ey admts today, he felt like |locking up the station's doors
and going back to clerking at his father's store in Buffalo
Valley. For a while, it appeared as if Tennessee's sixteenth

radi o station was not going to nmake it through the storm

Probl ens Caused by Market Size and Wrld War |

It was coincidental that the period under discussion was
just nmonths after the United States becane enbroiled in Wrld VWar
II. In addition to the difficulties of beginning operation of a
broadcast station in the market the size of Cookeville, |ess than
4,000 peopl e, those nmerchants and busi nessnen who coul d have
contributed the | argest anount of commercial revenue to WHUB were
al so the hardest hit by shortages of merchandise to sell.

For exanpl e, autonobile manufacturers had retool ed their
pl ants for war production. Rubber, which 18 nonths prior to this
period (md-1942), was destined for private autonobile and truck
tires, now was being rushed into parts and tires for airplanes,
jeeps, and mlitary trucks. Luxuries of life had taken a back
seat to the war effort. Necessities joined the scarce itens as
sugar, coffee, nmeat, and other food products becane procurable
only if one had enough red or green ration stanps. Steel which

had been used for
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refrigerator and stove nanufacturing now went into guns, tanks,
airplanes, and other inplenments of war. Even nanpower for sal es
forces was becomng nore difficult to find—er to keep, once found.

So, Medl ey found that those nerchants who wanted to offer
revenue to himhad nothing to advertise. Sone of the old-line
nerchants who had connections and years of trade experience wth
distributors, and who had been established in their lines for many
years, nanaged to get some of the scarce itens. But they put these
away or hid themunder the counter for their preferred custoners.
They coul d not advertise that they had the itens, even if they had
want ed to do so.

Medl ey recalls the attitude of one nerchant in particul ar:

|'d call on him and he would say, "Vell, | wll take a
hundred dol | ars worth of advertising just to help the station
out." | did not appreciate his saying this at all, but I

did not conplain about it then. This continued on until
February 1943. By then | began to see sone hope. Qur
busi ness started to pick up, and | felt that the
nerchants in the coomunity felt |ike we had becone a
fixture in the comunity and that we had conme to stay.

Sormetine in late 1943 or early 1944, | had to tell this
fellowthat | could no | onger accept his noney on the basis
of helping the radio station out. | had to tell himthat
if he did not feel |ike he was getting val ue received or a
return on his expenditure, for advertising, he did not
need to give us his nmoney. It seened to dash hima bit,
and then he becane a much better advertiser after that.
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Medl ey' s phi | osophy, which was apparent during the station's early
days and continues today, is that an advertiser who buys a dollar's
worth of advertising fromWB shoul d recei ve a dol | ar-and-ten-cents
return on that noney.

In 1942 and early 1943, when business at WAB was still slow
Medl ey tried to create as nuch goodw || as possible. This was the
peri od when he addressed the above renarks to the advertiser who was
"hel ping the station out" by buying advertising wth WAB. Mdl ey and
his sal esmen have told advertisers when they think a client was
spendi ng nore noney for advertising than he should in terns, of alikely

return.

Qeditors are Patient

During those first three critical years, suppliers of services to
VWHB renai ned patient and hel pful. Medley particularly renenbers the
ki ndness extended by the Unhited Press news service which continued to
supply WHB with its daily news naterial even though the station was in
arrears for a substantial anount of noney and was unable to neet its
obligations on a weekly or nonthly basis. Because of the hel pful ness
of Uhited Press during the station's crisis period, it is doubtful if
any other news organi zati on coul d even donate its services to Luke

Medl ey today.
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Anot her supplier which carried a substantial indebtedness from
WHB during the sane period was Standard Radi o Transcri ption Conpany.
Thi s conpany, which had provided transcription services to WHUB,
allowed the station to retainits library during the tine of
i ndebt edness; however, the station was not permtted to use any of
the library of music until its obligations were current.

Even though suppliers had to wait for their conpensation until
tines got better, Medl ey never mssed paying his staff. A beit,
sonetimes the payroll was a limted one, the personnel of WAUB
al ways got sone pay. Medley did not take any salary or other pay
during the first three years of the station's operation. Hs only
conpensation fromstation revenue was the use of an aut onobil e.

e early enpl oyee, who desires to renai n anonynous, renenbers
that he usually waited for a day or so after payday before cashing
his check. Collections apparently had to be nmade expeditiously in

order to cover the payroll.

Pr of essi onal Associ ati on

Upon commencenent of operation of the radio station in 1940,
Medl ey joined the Nati onal Association of Broadcasters. He wanted
to educate hinself about the business into which he had blindly
wal ked. He clains to have attended nore than 80 percent of the NAB s

annual neetings, and has been



a fervent adherent to the NAB Radi o programm ng code. Medl ey

attended his first NAB annual neeting in St. Louis in 1941.

Miusic Format of the Early Years

People referred to WHB as WRQ —¥¢ Pl ay Records Onl y—since the
station had no network affiliation during its first four years.
There were relatively few independent radio stations during the
early forties. Stations in Nashville, which had given Gookevill e.
its main radio service prior to 1940, always were affiliated with the
networks. A though WHUB was programmng nai nly recorded nusic, this
procedure was not as easy as broadcasting a network schedul e.

Broadcasters had rebel | ed agai nst what they considered to be
prohi bitive fees charged themby the Arerican Society of Conposers,
Aut hors, and Publishers (ASCAP). 1In 1937, after years of having
ASCAP: increase the fees charged for playing that organi zation's
i censed nusic, the broadcasters finally refused to renew their
contracts. In 1939, Carl Haviland, a longtine network of ficial,
headed a canpai gn which culmnated in the fornation of Broadcast
Misic, Inc. (BM).7 Both ASCAP and BM col lect fees from
br oadcasters today, but the BM formula of conputation is still |ess

demandi ng than that inposed by ASCAP.

THead, pp. 168-169.
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The ASCAP |icensing fees assessed-agai nst WHUB coul d not have
been very high in the early forties since station revenue was | ow
The fees still, may have been high in conparison to the outl ay,
required for payroll and operating expenses in 1942 and 1943.

As previously stated, WHUB depended heavily on recorded nusic
inits first years. Wth no ASCAP-Ilicenses nusic available to the
announcers, and with the tenporary ban of use of the Standard
Transcription, library, WHUB found itself playing the same songs day
after day. The station only owned between 600 and 800 di scs by
1943. Diversity of the nusic was |imted—a few cl assical records,
many popul ar artists, some country, even pol ka, yodeling, and
Hawaiian nusic. |If the station had as many as six sides by one
artist, then that artist received special attention: a 15-mnute
programdaily devoted solely to his/her records.

In addition to the 78-revol utions-per-mnute (RPVM discs, WHB
di d have sone Keystone Broadcasting. System (KBS) H ectrical
Transcriptions (ETS). These thirty-three-and-one-third RPM discs
usual I y contained six songs on each side. The unfortunate part,
according to some of the announcers who used them was that the
artists and songs were usually unknown. Sone announcers of that era
say that it was just as well that the songs were unknown; they woul d

not have been heard agai n anyway.
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If any record did gain a bit of popularity, it soon becane
al nost unpl ayabl e due to the rapid deterioration of the record' s
surface. However, high fidelity was of little concern to the
programrers of nusic at WHUB then; it was nore inportant that they
coul d find enough records to play. Even the war contributed to the
| ack of recordings. Shellac, used as a base for pressing discs
prior to the discovery of vinyl in 1949 as a suitabl e base, was
vitally needed for the war effort. Al |acquer products were in

short supply to the civilian market during the war.

V. PERSONNEL CHANGES DURI NG THE WAR

During the deepest period of financial difficulties for WHUB, a
hi gh school senior from Gookeville Central H gh started working at
the station. Stacey Janmes Mtt, a Cookeville youngster who was
nearing graduation, attended an assenbly programat the school. He
renenbers that only nal e menbers of the class were present for this
neeting during which an announcenent was nade that WHUB was | ooki ng
for personnel. The war effort had depl eted their ranks consi d-
erably, and hel p was needed. The original staff had either been
drafted, or had gone to another, usually larger, station to repl ace
a draftee there.

Now t he general manager of WHUB, Mbtt feels that the reason he

got the job as an announcer was that he was the



67
youngest applicant. Medl ey probably figured that he woul d have Mt t
around | onger before the draft got himthan some of the other boys.
Stacey Mott remnisced about the early training which Bill
Reeves, the first station nanager, gave him

Bill Reeves was a fine radi o announcer, and he wanted to hel p
those of us who were not to at | east sound nore professional.
He had a book by a nman naned Frank GCol by whi ch incl uded
pronunci ati on of words. It was especially good for a trained
announcer or newscaster. Ve didn't do a lot of |ocal news
then, but the weekly newspaper probably would not have reveal ed
alot nore than we did. But we did have news about the war.
The book by Col by was very inportant to us with the way we said
nanes, especially in the Pacific area. M recollection that,
say a place |like Corregidor, that people came to cal

Gorregidor, well, Bill (Reeves) had some Spani sh pronunciation
fromthe Col by book which he passed off to us. Wile it was
probably very authentic, when we got to trying to pronounce it
that way, it only conpounded the problemof our being rank

anat eur s.

N ne nonths after he started work at WHUB, the Navy recruiter
in Cookeville approached Mdtt about a new Naval Aviation Programfor
17-year-olds. Mtt conpleted the necessary paperwork for the
program but was told by the medi cal examner that he coul d not
enter the aviation programdue to poor eyesight. However, Mtt
coul d see well enough to get into the Navy itself, so he joined then
and there. This meant that Medley had to start the search all over
agai n for another youngster who was too young for the draft, or find

soneone who was draft-exenpt to fill Mtt's place in March 1943.
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Medl ey and Mott bot h enphasi ze that their operation was way
ahead of the present Wnen's Liberation Movenent. During the mnal e-
shortage years of Wrld Var 11, WHUB enpl oyed several fenal e
announcers. Wile none of themis apparently active in broadcasting
today, Medley recalls that they were all well accepted by WHB s
listeners back in the early forties. WHUB has had fenal e announcers
since the war, but not to a great extent. ne fenal e announcer is
on the staff at WAB in 1975.

Throughout its existence, WHUB has utilized the students at
Tennessee Technol ogi cal University (Tech) as parttime, and in sone
cases, fulltime staff menbers. Even sone of Tech's faculty nenbers
have served on the WHUB staff as announcers. Many graduates of Tech
have gai ned their college degrees while enployed at the station. As
Medl ey has said, he had hel ped put many "sons and daught ers" through
Tennessee Tech by giving thema job during their academ c years.

The author is anong these.

VI. A LEGEND IN H S TI ME

e ot her announcer deserves a special place in the history of
WHUB. Thomas Wtherston Harris—FomHarris to his thousands of
devot ed fans throughout the Upper Cunberl| and—aas one of the
station's | ongest tenured announcers. In 1969, Harris conpl eted

nore than 26 years
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bef ore the m crophone at WHUB, prinmarily featured on country and
western shows. H's boom ng baritone voice awoke rural residents
with the latest "hillbilly" hits by their favorite artists for 26
pl us years.

Then, follow ng the conclusion of the Arthur Godfrey 90-m nute
show each norning fromBS Radio, Harris continued his daily stint
with "The Farm Parade,” a programof country hits, news, farmand
nmarket reports, interviews with the Putnam County agent, hone
denonstration agent, and the Soil (onservation Conmttee chairnan.
Harris hel d the audi ence throughout all the tal k portions by
interjecting his ow brand of hunor, keeping the interviewees al ert
to his questions. On nore than one occasion, Harris led the | ocal
horme denonstration agent into a reply which had a doubl e neani ng.
Hs listeners always knew that he>was "baiting" the interviewee in
hopes of getting her to say somnethi ng which could be interpreted
differently.

Fromabout 10-thirty each norning until "M Perkins" started at
one-thirty, Harris held the audi ence together with country nusic and
his special "gift of gab!™ H's voice becane the nost recognized
anong the staff of announcers who worked at WHUB.

Hs follow ng is best exenplified by an incident which occurred
in 1950. Luke Medley is immaculate in his attire. Always the wel |-

dressed, coat and tie executive, Mdl ey
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woul d hardly be m staken for anyone other than a business man by
nost peopl e. However, one Saturday afternoon, during one of Tom
Harris' live country and western talent shows on WHUB, severa
station staff menbers were gathered in one of the front offices with
Medl ey. An individual who was quite evidently a nman of the soi
cane into the office, |ooked around, and said to Medl ey, offering his
hand, "So you are TomHarris?" Medley replied in his dry wit, "Hell

no, but | sign his check!"



CHAPTER V

LOOKI NG UPWARD—1944 TO 1948

As 1943 cl osed, Medl ey began to see nore progress in his efforts.
Revenue gains, while nodest, still reflected a change for the better.
He attributed the increase to three factors.

First, World Vér |1 was beginning to turn around in favor of
the Allies, both in Europe and the Pacific. Second, nerchandi se was
becomng nore available to the retail stores even if only slightly nore
so. Wiile rationing of priority goods still was very nuch in effect,
less vital itens became nore plentiful. The third factor which
undoubt edl y brought about an increase in station revenue was the
availability of nore noney to residents of the Upper Cunberland
area. Most of the popul ace was gainfully enpl oyed, and the
prevailing salaries were higher than ever before in the region. The
| ong drought of noney was past, and the depression was over. Paychecks
fromwartine jobs in Nashville and CGak R dge brought nore dollars to
the Gookeville nmerchants than they had probably seen since the md-

1920’ s.

The availability of goods and noney conbined to aid not only Luke
Medl ey and WHUB, but al so revived what was consi dered a deeply depressed
econony t hroughout the area.

71
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Skilled and sem-skilled workers fl ocked fromthe Uper
Qunberl and to the new Manhattan Project at the Ainton Engi neering
Wrks (CGak Rdge). No one knew specifically what was being done
there, but the Federal Government had bought thousands of acres of
farm and i n Roane and Anderson Counties to construct sone type of
plant or plants. There were all kinds of jobs for all kinds of
peopl e there, and those in the Upper Qunberland who coul d nmake the
trip daily (about a 200 hundred mle round trip), were returning
wi th |arger paychecks. '

Most of the abl e-bodi ed of the Upper Qunberland enptied into
East Tennessee, Detroit, Dayton, Chio, and other cities whi ch had
nassi ve enpl oynent rolls connected with the war effort. Even if the
enpl oynent was out of the area, those paychecks collected nade their
way back to the Upper Qunberl|and hones from which the workers had
gone. Mich of the noney earned was spent in Cookeville, Livingston,
Gai neshoro, Sparta, Orossville, and Carthage. Therein lies the
start of the coneback of WHUB.

S nce nerchandi se was becomng nore plentiful, and merchants
had sonething to advertise, they | ooked for a mediumto carry their
nessage to the consuner. WHUB was readily available, presented a
nore frequent exposure source (nost area newspapers were published
weekl y), and had consi derabl e coverage throughout the Upper

Qunber | and section
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of Tennessee. These factors worked to the advantage of WHB in its
effort to attract nore advertising dollars, thus becoming a nore

sol vent operati on.

. SEEKI NG A NETWORK AFFI LI ATI ON

Fromthe begi nning, even before going on the air wth WAB,
Medl ey had believed that it would be a matter of selection on his
part as to network affiliation. H's inpression was that as soon as
the networks realized there was a newradio station on the air in
Gookevi | | e, Tennessee the National Broadcasting Conpany's Red and
Bl ue Networks, GCol unbia Broadcasting Systemrepresentatives, and
even the Mitual Broadcasti ng Systemwoul d come knocking on his door,
offering large and attractive premuns for being the successful
bi dder. Again Medl ey was naive. No one cane to see him No
network peopl e called about an affiliation. Medl ey now says that at
the time he was not even aware that the networks were w red systens.
H s inpression back then was that each station relayed the signal of
its network to the next station and so on throughout the country.

Medl ey al so found out that it was an expensive matter for a
network to take on a new affiliate. He corresponded with both NBC
and GBS in the early days. The answers fromboth coul d have been
witten by the sane person, Medley says. Neither network felt that

it needed additional affiliation
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at that time. They explained that their present alignments provided
coverage of 98 percent of the nation's popul ati on. Medl ey says that
the correspondence was quite cold in nature.

Medl ey attended the NEC Blue Network affiliates' neeting in
Chicago in the Fall of 1943. H's goal was to see a nan named
Kiggi ns, who was a top executive of the network. Medley does not
remenber Kiggins title, but assumes that he nust have been an
affiliate relations director. Medley journeyed to Nashville to nmake
the trip to Chicago, and he renenbers that trains were so crowded
during those wartinme years that he had to stand during the entire
train ride.

Uoon arrival at the Chicago hotel in which the nmeeting was
bei ng hel d, Medl ey was net by Joe Engel, who had just begun operation
of WDEF, Chattanooga. Medley had never net Engel prior to that tinme,
but Engel knew him Furthernore, Engel knew Kiggins and introduced
Medl ey to the network executive. Kiggins advised Medley that if
WAB woul d pay the |ine charges and carry all network comrercia
prograns without conpensation, an affiliation coul d be worked out
between the station and the NEC Bl ue Net wor k.

Medl ey felt that he could not agree to that plan, but he did
not tell Kiggins at the time. WHJUB should at |east be able to break
even in any such arrangenent, he thought, even if the station coul d
not make any noney on the deal. D scouraged, Medley returned to

Cookevi | | e.
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In May 1944, Medl ey decided to take his first trip to New York
totalk with the networks. He had already nade arrangenents to see
Kiggins again. By obtaining a letter of introduction fromP. D
Houston, Anerican National Bank, Nashville, to their correspondi ng
bank in New York, The Chem cal National, Medl ey was preparing to
gain sore influence with Kiggins. Houston addressed the letter of
introduction to a Baxter Jackson

Medl ey arrived in New York about two am Not wanting to mss
a gol den opportunity, he arose early and went to the Vél| Street
address of Chemical National Bank. UWoon his arrival at the bank,
Medl ey | earned that Jackson was ill that day. However, the banker's
secretary referred Medley to a branch bank in Rockefeller Center,
near Kiggins' office. Two bankers at the branch bank told Medl ey
that they knew Ki ggi ns personal ly, that he did business with them
at the bank. They assisted Medl ey by setting up an appointnent wth
Ki ggi ns.

Medl ey agai n presented his case to Kiggins. Uoon the concl usion
of the presentation, Kiggins reiterated that the offer at Chicago
still stood. That was the best that the Blue Network could do and
that was that. Medley thanked Kiggins for his tine, and said, "M.
Kiggins, if | amgoing to give anay ny properties, | will do it

wi th sonmebody a | ot nearer to Cookeville than you are!"
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Medl ey left the offices of the Blue Network and went to see
Carl Haviland, then station relations nmanager for the Mitua
Broadcasting System Haviland had been one of the organizers and
the first nanager of BM.

Correspondence with Mitual in the past had indicated that
Medl ey might be able to establish an affiliateship wth that
networ k, possibly w thout too much cost to WHUB.

After neeting with Haviland, Medley was told that Mitual could
take WHUB as an affiliate. The offer for affiliateship provided for
an arrangenent that if WHUB received enough commerci al orders from
the network shows, |ine charges would be borne by Miutual . |If
commercial tine did not warrant it, then WHUB woul d be required to
pay a portion of the |line charges.

Terns were agreed upon and the Mitual attorney was call ed.
Unfortunately (for Mitual, perhaps fortunate for Medley), the
attorney was out of the office, on the golf course. Haviland
invited Medley to return the following norning to finalize the
contract. Medley left Mitual feeling that this contract was not
what he wanted for WAB.

As Medley left Muitual, it was about the mddl e of the
afternoon. Since he was in New York to get a network, Medl ey
thought he mght as well visit GBS, too. He went to CBS. Entering
the office of Bill Schudt, a network station rel ati ons executive

Medl ey expl ained to the receptioni st
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that, al though he had no appointnent, he would like to discuss an
affiliation with Schudt. The receptionist talked with the
network executive for a few mnutes, then returned to tell Medl ey
t hat Schudt woul d see himshortly.

In a few mnutes, Schudt, in shirtsleeves, came into the
reception roomand invited Medley into his office. WHUB' s owner
remenbers that Schudt, who was a large nman, had on a pair of red
suspenders. Upon entering the office to make his presentation,
Medl ey noted a map of the United States on one wall. (Cbserving
that a pin-light marked the | ocation of each CBS affiliate across
the country, Medl ey wal ked over to the map, placed a finger on
Cookeville, and said, "M. Schudt, I amin New York for the
purpose of affiliating ny radio station, WHUB, with one of the
maj or radi o networks. M preference is CBS. Here is Cookeville
on your map. To the east of us is Knoxville; to the west is
Nashville; and to the south is Chattanooga. Wth WHUB as an
affiliate in Cookeville, you will have conpl ete coverage of
M ddl e Tennessee." Then Medley went into his presentation,
brought to New York for use at NEC Bl ue.

Medl ey carried with hima publication entitled The March of

Progress in the Upper Cunberland. This colorful red, white and

bl ue covered panphlet imedi ately attracted Schudt's eye. The
patriotically-oriented cover displayed a picture of Secretary (of

State) Cordell Hull, hinself a native of
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the Woper Qunberl and at Carthage, Tennessee, about 35 niles west of
Cookevi | | e.

The brochure had been edited by Dr. W B. Boyd, a forner
president of Dixie College, forerunner of Tennessee Tech.1
Phot ographs and text had been prepared by the MQiddy Printing
Conpany in Nashville.

Schudt asked if he mght have the publication, and Medl ey gave
it to him Then Schudt asked Medley to return the next day at 11: 00
o' cl ock. Wien informed that he woul d, Schudt told Medley, "V¢ are
interested in your station but | cannot tell you what the decision
will be."

Medl ey and Schudt net every norning at 11 and every afternoon
at four for the rest of that week. Finally, Friday afternoon,
Schudt told Medl ey that unless he had further business in New York,
he mght as well go back to his station in Cookeville. No further
i nformation woul d be needed, Schudt told Medley. Medley said that
he woul d stay the next week if nore reasons for affiliation mght be
required. After assurances that no nore informati on woul d be

needed, Medley flew back to Nashville, caught a cab into

1Dr. Boyd was enployed as the executive secretary of what was
then called the Wper Qunberland Chanber of Conmerce. This
organi zation was primarily involved in the devel opment of the
Qunberland R ver area, and its tributaries by the U S Corps of
Engi neers. This included WIf QOeek, Dale Hollow and Center
HIl inthis particular area of reservoirs for power

devel oprent and fl ood control .
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the city and started looking for a ride to Cookeville, since he did
not have his car in Nashville.

Having found a ride home with a friend, the two of them began
di scussing their business affairs. The friend, B |l Turner Ray,
told Medl ey of some of his plans to be carried out in Mnterey, a
coal - produci ng town in Putnam County, about 15 mles east of
Cookevi | | e.

Both of the nen were extrenely despondent about the future of
thei r busi nesses; Ray was contenpl ating noving fromtinber and
logging into coal mning. Medley explained that his trip to New
York had left him"blue as a fishhook!" (A reference to the color of
fi shhooks, which appear blue due to the tenpering of the steel from
which they are made. Medley inplies that his spirits were |l ow, his
hope of getting a network affiliation was mninal.)

Medl ey returned to Buffalo Valley that night, not certain
whether his trip to New York had been worth anything to WHB. He
spent Saturday at the store and post office, hel ping out there, but
his mnd was still back in the office of Bill Schudt in New York.

Soneti ne Sunday, an announcer at the station in Cookeville
call ed Medl ey at honme. The announcer told Medley that a Speci al
Celivery letter had arrived fromthe Col unbi a Broadcasti ng System
Uoon his arrival at the station, Medl ey opened the letter to find

that a contract for full



affiliateship had been offered by the network. The affiliation
becarme effective July 10, 1944 (see Figure 6 in the Appendix). WAB
has been a CBS affiliate continuously since that date, and Medl ey
expressed the opinion that the 31-year relati onshi p between WHUB and
(BS has been a very pl easant one and has been mldly profitable to
his station. Except for a few nonths during the first influx of

tel evi sion, WHB has recei ved paynment every nmonth fromthe networKk.
Wii |l e the amount of conpensation has never been extensive,
affiliation with CBS Radio has certainly added to the station's
prestige. 2

VWHB Wns (BS Mney

A year follow ng the beginning of affiliation, CBS held a
station-affiliates pronoti onal canpaign. The station which did the
best pronotional canpaign for network shows in its market during the
1945 canpai gn was to receive a grand prize of $25,000. Lesser
prizes also were offered for runners-up. The contest was di vi ded
into eight categories, with five agency executives conprising the
panel of judges.

Medl ey decided to enter the conpetition and enlisted the
assi stance of Jesse Beasley, who was still working with and for him

to spearhead, the canpaign. Beasley had noved

21 n Septenber 1974, Medl ey was presented with the OBS
Gl den M ke Award synbolizing 30 years' affiliation with the
network (see Figure 15 in the Appendix).
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froman engineering operator's position at the transmtter to sone on-
the-air work, and nore inportantly, to head pronotional canpaigns for
the station. A canpaign was conducted and the exhibits were submtted
to New York.

The |l ocal station w nner cane from Kokono, Indiana, but to
everyone's surprise, WHUB was a wi nner in one of the categories.
WHUB received $1,000 as its prize, which seened like quite an
acconpl i shment for a small-town station which had only been an
affiliate for about one year.

A few nonths later, Medley was in New York visiting an
agency where Frank Silvernail was an executive. Upon being
introduced to the agency man, Medley was told Silvernail had been
one of the judges in the contest. Medley renmenbers that he felt
very good when Silvernail explained howdifficult it had been to
judge the contest. It seens that WHUB had been at the top of
t hose stations being considered for the $25,000 prize. Wen
asked if that noney woul d not have been hel pful back in 1939 when
Medl ey was first starting WHUB, he replied that even the $1, 000

woul d have been hel pful then

Busi ness (oes Regi onal on WHUB

From 1943, the business of WHUB began to nove upward. Wth
the acquisition of network affiliation in 1944, the end of Wrld

Var Il in 1945, and recognition by severa
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nati onal agencies, things at WHUB | ooked consi derably brighter.
Regi onal agenci es i n Chattanooga, Knoxville, and Nashville al so
added business to the station's accounts. Advertising began for
retail sales of regional products such as Retonga, Scalf's Indian
R ver Medi cine Tonic, Black Draught, and other |ines of patent
nedi ci nes nanufactured and sold prinmarily in the South. Business

truly started clinbing in late 1944—early 1945.

Per sonnel Myvenents Start

Bill Reeves left the station nmanager's job just prior to the
start of the upward .swi ng. Reeves, WHIB s first station nanager,
noved to Menphis' NEC affiliate, WA, in late 1943. He renai ned
there until the conclusion of the war. At that tine many returning
veterans cane back to claimtheir old jobs. Reeves lost his slot at
WMC to one of the returnees. However, he was fortunate enough to
nove across Menphis to WHBQ That station, along w th VWKPT,

Ki ngsport (which signed on six days before WHB), WZM darksville,
Tennessee, and WHUB were the only stations in the state on the air
on 1370 Kilohertz. Reeves then noved to a station in Florida as
manager. According to Medl ey, Reeves now lives in Florence,

Al abama, where he retired after nanaging a station in that city.



A ass IV Stations Change Frequencies

In early 1942, the FCC nade sone adjustnments in frequency

all ocations and services. Local channel (Oass 1V) stations

whi ch had been operating on 1200 KHz, noved to 1230 KHz; those on
1210 KHz noved to 1240 KHz; 1310 KHz stations noved to 1340 KHz;
those stations |ike WHUB on 1370 KHZ had the prerogative, based
on interference contours, to nove either up 30 Kilohertz to 1400
KHz, or back by the sanme anmobunt to 1340 KHz. Two ot her | ocal
channel s which were affected were 1420 KHz whi ch noved up to 1450
KHz, and 1500 KHz whi ch dropped back to 1490 KHz. Medl ey chose
to nove to 1400 KHz, the frequency which WHUB occupi es today.

Misi ci ans Take First Steps to Fane at WAB

During those formative years of WHUB, several nusicians who | ater
gained national fame in country and western nusic circles passed before
the station's mcrophones. The nmajority of themstarted their careers
at WHB.

The Johnson Fam |y Singers, who cane from Gai nesboro, in
nei ghbori ng Jackson Gounty, spent several nonths appearing on WAB, and
nmaki ng personal appearances in the Woper Qunberland area. This
talented group later noved to Charlotte, North Carolina, where they had
a five-day-a-week showw th Gady ol e fromVWBT, which was carried on

the (BS Radi o Network. The Johnson's daughter, Betty, becane a
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popul ar nusi ¢ si nger, breaking away fromthe country and gospel fornat
which was followed by her famly. She has appeared on nati onal
tel evi sion shows hosted by Eddy Arnold and the late Ed Sullivan. For
several years in the md-1950's she appeared with Ted Steel e and
Tyree @ enn (A enn was tronbonist for Louis Arnstrong), on a daily
afternoon tel evision show in New Yor k.

Anot her fanmous nane in today's country and western rnusic top
hits list is Dottie Wst. Dottie and her husband, Bill, played
every Saturday afternoon on TomHarris' live "HIIbilly Hayride"
show on WHUB. The pair appeared during their entire academ c career
at Tennessee Tech.

QG her nusical personalities who started their careers at WAB
were Benny Martin, a fiddler who still plays with some of the G and
Qe Qory groups; Ward Beatty, a singer/guitar player, now believed to
be working in country nusic in Florida; and Al bert Brogdon, al so now
in Nashville.

Then there were | ocal rmnusicians who never noved too far away
from Cookeville. There were Gene Bussel |, Frazier Msss, Howard
Bryant, and a young fiddl er who has forsaken the bow and resin for a
job as warden in a state prison. Harold Jones, now the warden at
Oly, Tennessee state prison, was one of the nost promsing fiddlers
to ever play a hoedown in WHUB s studi os, according to many

knowl edgeabl e peopl e.



In addition to the Saturday afternoon |ive country nusic shows
fromWHB s studios, A bert Brogdon was for nany years the nmaster of
cerenonies for a Saturday night |ive show The eveni ng session
started out at the Putnam County Court Room but noved to | arger
quarters after the war. The perfornances were held in what had been
a city school building's auditorium Stacey Mttt renenbered how t he
overflow crowds many times would go to the nearby Princess Theater
for a novie, then return to the auditoriumafterward, when sone of
t he nusi cal show crowd had decided to see the novie

The change in crowds appeared to have been simlar to the
pattern of changes at the Ad Qory House (Ryman Auditoriun) in
Nashville. Many fans would stay only for their favorite artist(s) to
perform then | eave, naking roomfor others who had waited in line

until a seat was avail abl e inside the Qory House.

The Children's Gospel Hour Begi ns

Anot her success story of the radio station*s early personalities
is that associated with the Reverend Henry C Geiger. "Brother
Geiger" as he is known on his broadcasts, was pastor of a church in
Li vi ngston, Tennessee, in OQverton County. In late 1943 and early
1944, he cane to the studios of WHUB to conduct what becane "The
Children's Gospel Hour." This programfeatured youngsters who

answered Bi bl e
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guestions posed by Geiger. A so, there were prayers and sone songs,
usual Iy religious songs which children performin Sunday School and
church. Wile the program featured younger people, it attracted an
audi ence of all ages.

As the programgai ned popul arity in the Upper Qunberland
t hrough WHUB br oadcasts, Ceiger received requests to present it in
ot her nmarkets. Magnetic tape had not yet becore the medi um for
transcribing sound naterial, so Geiger travel ed to Chattanooga to
record the prograns on discs. Popularity continued to grow and the
program "went on the road." Geiger travel ed throughout the South,
initially, and eventual |y across the nation, to record sessions wth
youngsters. The format of the program never changed fromits
i nception at WHUB.

Wien nmagnetic tape becane the medi umfor recording, Geiger
establ ished a tape network heard throughout the United States and in
several foreign countries; Later, Geiger took the programto
television, while continuing to supply a radio version for those
smal | markets which had been the original network, and where
tel evision had not yet arrived on the local |evel.

The program continues today, although age has prevented
"Brother Geiger" fromnaking the national tours he formerly nade.

Mbst of today's prograns are reruns which still
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appeal to a | arge audi ence, an audi ence whi ch had not previously seen

or heard t he shows.

The WHUB Vet erans Return

Fol  owi ng cessation of hostilities in both Europe and the
Pacific, those who had departed WHUB for mlitary service started to
return. Stacey Mttt and Joe Mabry were two of the returnees.

Mtt tells the story of his return:

Wen | cane back fromthe Navy in late 1945, | decided to
take advantage of the GI1. B Il. Mst of us who had gone
into service fromhigh school were ready, we felt, to get an
education now after seeing the world. |If all those who had
left WHB to go into the service had come back to their jobs,
we woul d have had enough people to start a network.

| did not meet wth a warmreception, actually | figured that
the reason it did not appear too warmwas that when you have
a full staff and your revenue is not too |large, you really
don't need anybody else. But it happened that a coupl e of
the people kindly got called out of town sonehow and the
staff got short. That is always a good tine for a man to be
around a radio station, when the staff becomes short.

Anyway, they called ne and | started working part tine while
attendi ng Tennessee Tech. Wen | finished at Tech, | went
to the University of Kentucky to work on ny Master's degree.
| came hone one summer, intending to return to Kentucky that
fall, but | just enjoyed working so nuch nore than going to
school | stayed in Cookeville. That was the Summer of 1949,
and |'ve been here ever since.

Joe Mabry was also a returnee, but wth a slightly different
story. He had been the manager of the Princess Theater when WAUB

went on the air. Mabry, who was narried



when he entered the Navy, left the Princess to becone a staff
announcer at WHUB. Mabry's fornal education had stopped before he
recei ved a col | ege degree.

Wien Mabry returned, he again becane a full-tine announcer wth
sone additional sales duties. Meanwhile, Lawence Peery, a mnister
who had replaced B Il Reeves as station nanager in 1943, decided to
leave WHB in md-1946. Peery and his w fe had both worked at the
station during the war. Wen the Peery's left, Mibry noved up to
the station nanager's position.

Under Mabry's gui dance, the station continued to program what
t he peopl e seenmed to want—nostly country in the early norning and
around noon—w t h popul ar nusic played during nost other periods of
the day. The students at Tennessee Tech influenced evening
programming a great deal

Wth Arthur Godfrey holding forth fromnine until 10 thirty
each norning, and soap operas from1:30 until about three p.m,
Mabry's programmng filled the slots capably.

Ext ended (15-mnute) newscasts were conducted four tinmes daily
(7:00 a.m, Noon, 6:30 p.m, and 10:00 p.m). In those early days,
due to lack of other local radio stations in the surroundi ng
counties, |listeners depended on WHUB for daily news. Area |isteners
al so depended upon WHAUB for funeral notices since the Upper
Qunber| and had only weekly newspapers. The station still maintains

a large and
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avid listenership to its newscasts and continues to announce
funerals. MNaturally, the coverage area was greater then, due to an
absence of other frequencies which would interfere with 1400 KHz.
Surveys conducted in recent years show that the early-day |oyalty to
VWHB still exists in nost of the surrounding counties, even though
nost of themnow have at | east one radio station in their county

seat towns.

Pr onot i ons For m Backbone of Public Service Efort

VWHAB has consistently conducted pronotions in behal f of many
and diverse efforts. Fromits earliest days of operation, when
Wrld Vr Il was just starting, the station heavily pronoted the
sal e of War Bonds (Savings Bonds). The first award recei ved by
VWHAB was presented in Cctober 1940 by then Governor Prentice CGooper,
who signed a certificate of appreciation for the efforts of the
station on behalf of the Selective Service Systems draft
registration (see Figure 1 in the Appendi x). Local affairs al so have
been pronoted by the station throughout its history. The annual
Put nam Gounty Fair attracts guests fromall over the Uper Qunberl and.
WHUB has been conducting renote broadcasts fromthe fairgrounds
since the early 1940's. (One time, a wedding was conducted fromthe

fairgrounds during a renote broadcast (see Figure 3, AppendiX).
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So, when 1948 cane, Luke Medl ey decided that his radio station

was going to be a success, and he noved his famly to Gookevill e,
havi ng commuted 40 miles round-trip daily since 1940. Medl ey had deci ded
then that it would be much cheaper to live near the farmand store in
Buffal o Valley, especially since he continued to clerk some in his
father's store while he nanaged the radi o station.

Now Medl ey noved the famly nearer the station. The benefits of

endur ance and perseverance were pai d a hundred-fol d.



GHAPTER M
VO CE OF THE UPPER CUMBERLAND—1948 TO 1975

Fol | owi ng the nass separation of nenbers of the Arned forces at
the conclusion of Wrld VWar 11, men and wonen who had been invol ved
in broadcasting prior to their entry into mlitary service started
dreamng of their return home. Mst of these dreans were simlar to
t he ones whi ch had occupi ed Luke Medl ey and Jesse Beasl ey years
before. The economic picture had changed considerably fromthe | ows of
the depression years to an al nost frantic high plain of prosperity.
Mboney needed for entering business in the md-to-late forties was
alnost flowng fromfinancial institutions.

The Federal Communi cations Comm ssion, too, had taken a much
nore |liberal viewregarding station construction and operation.
Wier eas Medl ey had been required to go into a hearing before he
coul d gain access to a broadcast frequency, the Comm ssion now was

virtual |y passing out assignments of grants carte bl anche. Medl ey

reflected on the seenmingly "application only" requirement by stating
that if his station |icense had been that easy to obtain, he would
have been on the air and on easy street |ong before 1940. He

expr essed

91
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amazerent when one of the first assignments was made in an adj oi ni ng
county.

Medl ey said, "I wondered why there woul d be stations in
comunities snaller than Cookeville when | had had such a hard tine
pr oduci ng enough revenue to sustain an open door at WHB. | could
not inmagi ne that the adjacent county seat towns woul d have a radio
station; but to ny surprise, every county seat adjacent to Putnam
Gounty with the exception of Gai nesboro (Jackson County), has one or
nore radio stations. That includes CGossville (Qunberland County)
with two, Sparta (Wite GCounty) with two, Livingston (Qverton County)
with one, and Carthage (Smth County) with one. As a natter of
fact, the only county seat without a station of its ow is
Gai nesboro, and | believe that the Livingston station has a renote
studio there and broadcasts on a daily basis."

Wii | e each of these adjacent towns has gained a | ocal radio
outlet, WHUB net the chall enge with each new grant by doi ng
basically the same thing the station had done since 1940; it
continued to serve all the people of the Upper Qunberland area wth
(BS Radi o and | ocal programm ng designed to entertain, inform and
educate its listeners. Wile no major changes in either programm ng
or sales formats have occurred since the entry of new conpetition in
the outer market area, WHB s nusical format has followed the trends

of the tinmes. More enphasis is placed on "contenporary"
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nusic today than in earlier tines, but this change was not fonented by
conpetition within the marketpl ace. Rather, Mdley and Mtt have
changed with the tines. Alarge portion of their audience is conprised
of students at Tennessee Tech.

These students want the nore nodern nusic played for their
enjoynent. n the other hand, the advertiser wants a nusical fornat
which wll attract listeners to his message. Thus, if the adverti ser
wants to attract the young, sophisticated col l ege student to his
business, then it is inperative that the nediumbe oriented to the
nessage. Wiile Tech students do nake up a | arge segnent of the WHUB
audi ence, the remai nder of the audi ence cannot be classified as a
singl e-format audi ence, either. There are devotees to the classics as
well as to the country and western nusic formats. For this reason, VHEB s
programm ng through the years has contained all facets of nusic. Wile
sone classical prograns were carried in earlier years, thereis a
dearth of the "Music of the Masters" today in the programschene of the
station. Srangely, at one point in the station's history, The New York
Phi | harnoni ¢ O chestra, carried live by (BS each Sunday afternoon, was
the second nost |istened to programon the station, according to Stacey
Mtt. The nost |istened to programwas the Jack Benny Show

Medl ey feels that the station still has an anpl e nunber of

listeners, even though Putnam Gounty is surrounded by



other radio stations. Results fromprivate surveys whi ch he
has underwitten or subscribed to indicate that WHB is still the
domnant station in the Upper Qunberland. Ironically, WHUB refuses
to use the results of these surveys as a selling tool, sinply
because they do not wish to enbarrass any of their conpatriots in the
ar ea.

In coomenting on the post-war period of expansion of
br oadcasti ng, Medl ey poi nted out that WHUB enjoyed 22 years of sole
station operation within Gookeville itself. Wen another station
(WPTN) did sign on in July 1962, the dom nance of WHUB had | ong been
established. But, as Medley said then, "Wl |, here cones anot her
station in Cookeville—wahat is going to happen to us?" Now he
refl ects back to those days and says that the conpetition has been
very conpati bl e, and both stations have continued to grow in

stature, as well as revenue.
.  FM BROADCASTI NG COVES TO COOKEVI LLE

Wthin a year of its sign-on, WPTN began FM broadcasting al so.
Medl ey' s conpetition led himwith that aspect of the radi o service.
WHB added FMto its facilities in March 1964. According to
Br oadcasti ng Year book 1974, WPTN-FM sinul casts its AMsignal. WAB

nostly prograns separately on each
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facility.l Mre of WHB s current progranmng scheme will be di scussed

later in this chapter.
I'l. TELEVI SI ON | MPACT STATEMENT BY MEDLEY

Medl ey was queried about the inpact of television on his
station. Mst stations in the country felt a great econom c
depression during the first years of operation by television in
their narkets. Medley clains that television (prinarily from
Nashville, with sone spill-over fromboth Knoxville and
Chattanooga), not only failed to hurt his revenue in the early
fifties, it actually seened to increase his business as TV,
established itself in East and M ddl e Tennessee naj or narkets.

Medl ey' s expl anation regarding this variance fromthe nati onal
pattern is that regional and | ocal advertisers who had been using
larger radio stations to reach into the Cookeville market (such
stations as WM and WAC in Nashville) found that, while tel evision
advertising mght have appeared attractive for their goods or
services, they could not afford to pay the increased

announcenent / programr at es denanded by tel evi sion stations.

Medl ey believes these regional advertisers found that they coul d
realize greater saturation of their nmarkets by buying spot

announcenents on, local radio stations out in

1Broadcasting Yearbook, 1974, p. B-194.
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the countryside. This gave themas much, if not nore, adverti sing
val ue on a cost-per-thousand basis as had using only regional/clear
channel radio stations previously. Medl ey says that many regi ona
accounts also felt that their dollar was better spent in the
countryside than in the cities, since the neophyte television medi um
was attracting nore viewers in the city. Since fewrural TV sets
appeared in the early days of the nedium Medley feels that the
smal | er adverti ser who could not afford tel evision adverti sing
anyway found a | arger radi o audi ence in the areas outside the

cities.

Medl ey Has a Failure

e effort in the history of Luke Medley's | ong associ ation
wi th broadcasting was a failure.

In the early 1950"s, as TV broadcasting was spreadi ng across
the nation fromthe major netropolitan areas into the hinterlands,
Medl ey becane interested in this new medium He nmade inquiries to
his attorneys and engineers as to the possibility of getting a
channel assigned to Cookeville. The chances | ooked good that channel
five mght fit into the Uoper Qunberland w thout undue expenses of
extended hearings and possible court battles. Medley pursued a
petition for channel five through his Washi ngton | egal and technica

representatives. The proper papers were prepared wth
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docunentation as to the ability of Luke Medl ey to operate such a
facility. Possibly the headiness of his recent defeat of the wol ves
at the door of the AMoperation spurred hi mon. Perhaps, as he has
denonstrated for 35 years, he only wshed to be in a position to
furni sh the people of the Upper Qunberl and-hi s peopl e—wi th every
opportunity for advancenent through his ability as an el ectronic
gat ekeeper. nly Medl ey knows the real reason, but those who know
hi m suspect that the second reason was nore inportant to him Medl ey
was like the rest of the broadcasters in the nation; he wanted anot her
outlet to reach his audience with -both sound and picture.

The petition was presented to the FCC and subsequent!y
heari ngs were held in Washington, D.C. Medl ey invested noney,
knowi ng that he nust actively pursue the grant. Hs application in
1939 for the AM operati on had convinced himthat one nust prove to
the Comm ssion that one wants to serve his market in the best nanner
possi bl e.

Soneti ne during the proceedi ngs, the FOC engi neers changed the
m | eage separation between transmtters. This was at the tine that
the "freeze" on Very H gh Frequency allocations was being |ifted,
with concurrent reappraisal of air mle separation between
transmtters. The Comm ssion granted the channel to WAG TV,

Nashville, on August 6, 1954.
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This was probably one of Luke Medl ey's greatest di sappointnents as
a nenber of the broadcasting industry. He was truly heart-broken by the
fact that he could not now add television to his service area.
D sappoi ntnents are nunerous in all businesses. Broadcasting

is no exception. But for Luke Medl ey, this was one of the greatest.

Sal esnen Assi st Merchants in Pronoti ons

As the 1950's began, WHUB s sal esmen were busy assisting the
nerchants in pronotional activities. Medl ey believes that the nerchants
did not really understand how they coul d i nprove their sal es by using
ef fective pronoti onal canpaigns on their own. He feels that it took
nany years for the ookeville and Uper Qunberl| and nerchants to really
under st and effective pronotion of the products and services whi ch
brought themtheir revenue.

e of the sal esnen who was influentia in nerchandi sing and
pronotion for his clients was Henry G Trent, Trent cane to VB as a
representative of several snmall narket stations scattered throughout East
and Mddl e Tennessee, He primarily represented the stations wth such
conpani es as The Chattanooga Medi ci ne Conpany. Trent took great pride
in his nerchandi sing and pronotional activities on behalf of his

clients. Athough he was not a. full-tine enpl oyee of
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VWAB, or any other station, he still nmade his hone base at the
Cookevi | | e station. 2

In 1962, WHUB noved its studios and offices fromthe public
square in Cookeville to a new buil di ng whi ch Medl ey had desi gned and
constructed two bl ocks west of the former |ocation. I|ncorporated
into the two-story nmasonry building are separate |levels of activity.
The lower |evel contains an 1,100 square foot studio, used on
occasion for live entertai nnent prograns, and at other tines the
roomis used for coomunity meetings of wide interest topics. The
large studio serves to present public affairs forunms through
the facilities of the | ocal CATV systemat other tines; also, sinmulcast
by WHB. In addition to the studio, the | ower |evel contains an
engi neeri ng wor kshop and storeroom a snack bar, and rest roons.

The second level is devoted to the broadcasting activities of the

station' s day-to-day programmng. A

2Henry G Trent had been a highly successful furniture deal er on
Gay Street: ,in Knoxville. His store was | ocated where
the Fower's nain store is now |l ocated; F nancial reverses in the
1930's forced Trent to decl are bankruptcy and | ose several
mllion dollars. Athough he never recovered his | ost fortune,
he al so never |ost his "dashing gentlenen" flair. He worked tw ce
as hard, he once said, to be a success, as he had worked at trying
not to be a failure. Trent died in 1964 when his car was struck
by a train near Srawberry M ains, Tennessee.
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master studio, with piano and sufficient space for a small band, is
used extensively by mnisters and their singers on Sundays. The
main studi o al so serves as an interview area when nore than two
persons are involved in the interview Additionally, the second
fl oor contains an announce booth, a production control room and
both AM and FM master control roonms. Medley and his staff have
expansive office space on the sane |evel of the building. A record
l'ibrary for each operation (AMand FM and a newsroom conpl ete the
fl oor plan.

The WHUB facility is generally recogni zed across the state as
one of the finest for a market of its size.

Medl ey sees a parallel growth between WHUB and t he Upper
Qunberl and econom cally. He also believes that his station has
contributed substantially to the growth pattern of the community
through station pronmotion and through his personal association in

public affairs.

Paral | el Leadershi p—Media and Politics

Medl ey's belief that his association with the public through
of fi ce-hol ding contributed to the growh of the community has nerit.
He had been a nenber of the Putnam County Quarterly Court for five
years when WHUB began broadcasting. Medley retained that seat on
the court fromBuffalo Valley until 1948, when he noved his famly

t o Cookevill e.
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During the next two years he was not directly involved with
the court. However, he did keep an active interest in the court's
actions. Then, in 1950, facing an al nost inpossible task by running
as a Republican in an overwhel m ngly Denocratic county, he amassed
better than a two-to-one margin over the incunbent for the chief
adm ni strative office of Putnam County, the County Judgeshi p.

He held that office for the next eight years. |In 1958, he
agai n sought the Judgeship. This time he was defeated. Wile
awaiting the availability of the county judge's office again, Mdley
ran for and was elected to the mayor's office in Cookeville for two
terns.

In 1966, Medl ey again offered his candi dacy for the county
Judgeship. He regained the office by the slimest of nargins.

Luke Medley lost his bid for reelection as Putnam County Judge
in August 1974. He now says that was probably the best election he
ever participated in because, now that he no | onger holds a public
of fice, he can | ook around at the problens of the county through the
eyes of a plain citizen again. During the past 34 years, Mdley has
been involved at the city and county levels as a government officia
of Cookeville or Putnam County. During those 34 years, he feels
that many times he may have had only one viewpoint of a problem

Now t hat he is no | onger bound by
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the oath of public office, he can becone nore than the chief
adm nistrative officer of his county. To say that Luke Medley will
assune the robe of elder statesman is to deny know edge of the man,
however. Hs activity in behalf of his city, county, and the entire

Uoper Qunberland area will continue to be just that—active.

Econom c Contributions by Medl ey and WHUB

Throughout those politically productive years, Medl ey says that
he has hel d one goal higher than all others for his community and
the area. H s chief interest has been, and continues to be, the
pronotion of growth of the commnity and the county industrially. As
county judge in the 1950's, he bought the first land for industrial
use which was acquired for the county. Wthin a year, a conpany
was in operation on the site with about 700 enpl oyees.

I n 1940, when the station was first established, the principal
industries in the community had been the Cookeville Shirt Conpany,
enpl oying prinarily wonen; the Cookeville Planing MIIl, a large
sawm || and flooring manufacturer, enploying nostly men; and the
Tennessee Handl e Conpany, which did a substantial business,
including quite a bit of export handl e sales. However, the prinary
econony of the county in 1940 was derived fromagrarian resources, .
Approximatel y 75 percent of the total econony was based on

agricul tural pursuits.
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In the past 30 years, this situation has practically reversed
itself. Now, agriculture accounts for only about 25 percent of
the total econony. An estimated 20 percent cones from service such
as governmental and educational pursuits. Tennessee Tech
contributes substantially to the Cookeville econony through both
personnel and facilities. The remaining 55 percent of the econom cal
pie comes fromindustrial sources. Miyre people are gainfully
enmpl oyed in Putnam County in 1975 than at any other tine inits
history. Putnam County was the seventh fastest growi ng county in
Tennessee during the 1960's.

Medl ey contributed heavily to this growth through his
association with state politics, both Republican and Denocratic.
For many years he held the position of secretary to the Tennessee
Republ i can Executive Conmttee. During the |ate Governor Frank G
Cenent's (Denocratic} adm nistration, Medley was chosen by the
Governor to sit on a conmttee which was responsible for |aying out
the 1,041 'mles of interstate highways which traverse the state.
Interstate 40 travel s windingly through sonme 40 mles of Putnam
County. There are eight interchanges in the county; nmore than in any
ot her county between Knoxville and Nashville.

At one tine Putnam County had 70 school houses. In 1975,
t hrough consolidation and an excellent bus program the students are

educated in 14 schools. Naturally, the student
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popul ation has continued to grow along with adult popul ati on. By
spendi ng vast amounts of noney for newer facilities, and using better
nanagenent net hods, the school budget and program has i nproved
t r emendousl .

Economcal ly, the county has grown along with WHUB. | n 1940,
retail sales in Putnam Gounty total ed about three mllion dollars.
Total bank resources then were about the sane figure. Today, bank
resources in Putnam Qounty are in excess of 150 mllion dollars with
spendabl e i ncone in the coomunity al so in excess of 120 mllion
dollars. Retail sales totaled roughly 93 mllion dollars in 1974. Al
this i nprovenent was nade despite the fluctuation of the nation's

econony during the sane tine frame.

Qultural, Educational, and dvic |nprovenents

Medl ey was one of the organi zers of the Put nam County Chanber of
Commerce in 1949. Medley says that this "mrror in the open door" has
attracted industrial growth to both the coomunity and the county.

In addition to his invol verent, in the business aspects in his
community, Medl ey al so has been a very active nenber of the Tennessee
Associ ation of Broadcasters. He was one of the charter nenbers at its
organi zational neeting in Nashville in 1949. Both Medl ey and S acey
Mtt have served on the TAB Board of O rectors.
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When WHUB began broadcasting in 1940, there were two nen's
clubs in Cookeville—the Lions and Rotary. The Lions were
organi zed in 1922; the Rotary Club in 1935. Medley becane a
menber of the Lions in 1940 and a nmenber of Rotary shortly
thereafter. He remains a menmber of both today. He has served as
president and secretary of the Lions Club

Since the inaugural broadcast of the station, a number of
civic, fraternal, and service organizations have been brought to
Cookeville. dubs such as Kiwanis, Cvitan, Optimst, the Junior
Chanmber of Conmerce, and other nen's groups have thrived. The
di staff side has also been actively organized into various garden
clubs, The Business and Professional Wnen's Club, and other
groups which have programs mainly of interest to wonen. The | atest
organi zation to join the comunity's rolls is an Elks' C ub.

Tennessee Tech has grown. \Wen Medl ey was starting to
prosecute the application for the station, he asked the bursar at
Tech to give himan apprai sal of the school's properties in 1915
(when it began), and the changes reflected until 1940. The val ue
of the property in 1915 was $25,000. In 1940, the val ue had
increased to $750,000. |In 1975, there are individual buildings on
t he canpus whi ch have cost in excess of three mllion dollars each
to construct.

Tech originally started as a technical high school and junior

college. It nmoved to a four-year college with the
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granting of Bachel ors' degrees. Now Tech annual |y awards Masters'
degrees and sone Doctors of Phil osophy degrees. Medl ey says that he is
told that Tennessee Tech ranks as one of the seven out standi ng
engi neering universities in the nation.

Sudent enrollment at Tech is another story. Wen Medl ey was
enrol | ed there, the student popul ati on was about 350. The 1975
enrollment is nore than 7,000 students, representing al nost every
county in Tennessee, possibly half the states in the nation, and 10 or
12 foreign countries. The faculty, in keeping step wth student
enrol | nent, has grown accordingly.

Froma popul ati on under 4,000 in 1930, to between 16- and 17,000
resi dents today, Cookeville has al so grown with WHUB and Tennessee
Tech. The Put nam Gounty popul ation i s now 38, 200 according to Sandard
Rate and Data Service. The 1970 U S. Census showed 35,487 in the
county. This popul ation increase has not cone from happenstance. Luke
Medl ey and nany ot her Uoper Qunberl and concerned | eader s have devel oped
prograns and plans to keep the residents, especially the younger ones,
at hone on the pl at eau.

Wiile two or three counties in the area have continued to | ose
popul ati on, a nei ghboring county, Qrerton, during 1972 and 1973 was the

fastest grow ng county in Tennessee.
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Settled amd one of the nost favorable resort recreation areas in the
United States, between Dale Hollow, Cordell Hull, and Center Hill
i npoundnent, Cookeville could easily boast of being the vacation spot
of the nation. But, one finds that Luke Medl ey and his fell ow Put nam
Qountians do not hog the spotlight. They join with their neighbors in
the surrounding counties to pronote the entire Upper Qunberl and
vacation land. Because of this, the entire area gains, not only
additional revenue frominitial visitors, but also alot of return
busi ness fromthe friends they cultivate each year through

managed tourism

Local i zi ng the Qoverage froma Regi onal M ewpoi nt

Before the establishnent of radio stations in adjoining counti es,
WHUB actively served those conmunities; For exanple, while WB
covered the activities of the Gookeville Hgh School Cavaliers athletic
teans by |ive play-by-play during the 1950 and 1951 footbal | seasons,
VWAB taped the Wiite County H gh School games and pl ayed t hem back on
Saturday nornings. This enabled Wite County (Sparta)
residents to hear their Vrriors in action. Wen Sparta gained its own
radi o station, WHB stopped the del ayed broadcasts. Today, Cookeville's
Caval i ers and the Tennessee Tech Gl den Eagles are first in the priority

rank at WHUB, but the station has al so been alert to furnish

pl ay- by- pl ay
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accounts of the University of Tennessee athletic teans through the
years.

Wiile the station has drawn its contours of concern to a snaller
area in nost instances, the newscasts of WHB are still largely
regional in scope. Earlier inthis study, it was noted that the
station continues to announce obituaries fromfuneral hones throughout
the Upper Qunberland. In addition to such coverage of area deaths, the
naj or newscasts of the day al so report events which have occurred
t hroughout the M ddl e Tennessee sector.

Post-Vorld Vér Il events pronpted WHB to engage in nore | ocal
news-gathering efforts than it had previously. Wen Joe Mabry returned
fromthe Navy, he becane interested in news gathering and reporti ng.
News events, whether of interest solely to the Putnam Gounty audi ence,
or to a national audience, were covered. If the interest extended past
area lines, then the stories were passed to Lhited Press and (BS Radi o.

Mabry was al so the Gookeville correspondent for The Nashville

Tennessean. Hence, in addition to his stories first heard on the air
over WHB, nany of the stories were |ater read by hundreds of thousands
of subscribers throughout the Md-South. Mbry's talent as a witer
has probabl y never been surpassed by another staff menber at WHB. H s
admnistrative ability was al so noteworthy. Hs ability to keep a

staff of energetic
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announcers at peace with each other was superb. The sound which
emanated from WHUB proved that Mabry had the knack for choosing the
right person for the right show.

In 1954, Mabry suddenly disappeared, and Stacey Mttt was naned
station manager. \Wile details still are not known about the
di sappearance, all Medley has said is that he found a letter from
Mabry stating that he was | eaving the station. Medley found the
letter on a Monday norning, leading himto believe that the letter
had been placed under his office door |ate Saturday afternoon.
Mabry asked for, and received, a ride to Nashville at that tine with
Charles Burch, a former engineer at WHUB, who was returning to his
duties at WM in Nashville. No further word of Mabry has been
received.

Mott, who has been continuously at WHUB since 1949, stepped
into the vacant job and is regarded by Medl ey as an inval uabl e
general manager. He was appointed a vice-president of WHUB,
I ncorporated several years ago.

Medl ey' s ol dest son, Martin, is the comrercial manager of the
station. He also is manager of the cable antenna television system
in Putnam County as well as four other systems in Mddle and West

Tennessee.
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WHUB Today

Wiile the initial application for WHB was not i mediately
available in the FCC files in Washington, it would be interesting to
conpar e the proposed breakdown of programmng for 1940 and the
| atest proposal filed for renewal of both the AMand the FM
facilities of the station. According to the renewal application in
1973 (the | ast year, under which Medley was required to file for
renewal ), WAUB proposed the foll owi ng breakdown of all progranmm ng

excl usi ve of sports and entertai nnent:

Type of Program Hours Weekly Per cent
News 15 11.1
Public Affairs 2 1.5
Al O her 8.5 6.3

The nusic format proposed for AMoperation was: Standard Pop-23
percent; Qurrent Pop-43 percent; and Country and \éstern-34 percent.
Duplication of AMservice by FMwas proposed to be 25 percent.

The FMoperation, nonaural until 1975, is now a stereo
multiplex facility.

Both operations are presently staffed by 15 peopl e, three of
whomare part tine enpl oyees.

No record has been |ocated of the first rate card issued by

WAB. But Medley says that the present rate card
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(Nunmber 10) is not significantly changed fromthe first one. The
present card is shown in Figure 17 in the Appendi X.

VWHB is just as deeply involved today in the pursuit of
bettering its image through service to the people as it has been for
its previous 35 years of existence. The station has naintai ned an
excellent relationship wth its listeners, the advertisers, and the
service-oriented people whomit serves. Tennessee Tech and area
hi gh school sports broadcasts are regular features during the
i ndi vi dual seasons. Church services, a public service since the
station's first regul ar Sunday norning worshi p servi ce broadcast,
continue to be heard weekly. The farmnews which is so vital to
that 25 percent of the audience still agrarian in nature is a daily
feature of WHB.

e ot her | ong-standi ng programwhi ch has been aired every
Saturday since the beginning days is the International Sunday School
Lesson. The Reverend Andrew Al bert has conducted this | esson over
the years. It is still a Saturday afternoon feature of WHUB.

There have been few maj or changes in the format of WHUB t hrough
the years. As was pointed out earlier in this chapter, nusic tastes
have changed and the station's sel ections have ridden with the crest
of the tinmes. However, at notine inits history has WHB ever used
a single-type nusic fornmat. It probably has |ed the pattern for

snal |
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narket stations in continuing to play the diversified nusical fornats
whi ch were popul ar in the Glden Ba of Radi o—+the 1930's and 1940’ s.
Wsing the CBS Radio Network as a base, the station features nostly
standard pop nusic during the drive-tinmes and current pop early
afternoon and late evening. ountry and western nusic still makes up
the fare for early norning and noontine |isteners.

Luke Medl ey has not given in to the fads of music which swept the
country as radio appeared to be dying in the early 1950's. WHB
continued to programa diversified fornat, maintaining its i nage anong
its listeners and advertisers. For this reason, when you ask anyone who
resides in the eastern boundaries of Mddl e Tennessee what is the \Voi ce
of the Upper Qunberl| and—do not be surprised if the great majority

answer you—WHUB, Gookeville, Tennessee.



CHAPTER VI |
SUMARY

The Radi o Act of 1912 was the first legal action taken in the
Lhited States to |icense operators of wrel ess communi cations
transmssions. The Act cane about follow ng the disastrous Titanic
sinking wth the | oss of nore than 1,500 lives. It has been
established that the excessive | oss cane about due to |lack of a radio
watch at the tine of the Titanic' s collision wth an iceberg. The radio
operator on a ship less than 15 mles fromthe Titani ¢ had -gone of f
duty, and closed down his station, just mnutes prior to the
cat ast r ophe.

In Novenber 1920, Radio Station KDKA Pittsburgh, Pennsyl vani a
becanme the first |icensed broadcast station in the nation when it began
fulltine operations by presenting election returns in the presidential
canpai gn between Wrren G Harding and James M CGox. Shortly after
KDKA' s inaugural, nany other stations began appearing, nainly in the
naj or netropolitan areas of the country. It soon becane evident that
sone formof regulation nust be established by the governnent to control
t he cacophony of sounds enanating fromboth fixed and portabl e
transmtters.

113
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Then Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover, who was designated by
of fice under the Radio Act of 1912 to license any United States
citizen requesting registration, called four conferences wth
broadcasters to establish sone formof arrangenent which woul d of fer
control of the airwaves. These conferences, held from 1922 through
1925, were to offer the broadcasters thensel ves the chance for self-
regulation, with mninal government influence. Hoover was
di sappoi nted that the broadcasters seenmed to want gover nment al
control of the industry.

As a result of the conferences, Congress passed enabling
l egi slation in 1927 whi ch enconpassed al | conmuni cations services
using "wrel ess" nmeans of transmssion. The Radio Act of 1927 was a
first step toward solving the regulation of broadcasting. The
five-man Federal Radi o Comm ssion did take over the |icensing and
regul atory control of the wireless services. However, there renai ned
probl ens which required nore |l egislation. Sone nenbers of Congress
felt that all commnications services shoul d be under one Federal
agency.

Shortly after assumng the presidency in 1933, Franklin D
Roosevelt sent an interdepartnental commttee nmenorandumto
Gongress, expressing his thoughts about having all communi cati ons
servi ces under a single agency. H's nenorandumstated that the

Federal Power Gormmi ssion and the
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I nterstate Commerce Conmi ssi on were autonorous, thus a single
communi cat i ons agency shoul d be formed.

As aresult of that menorandum QCongress enacted the
Gommuni cations Act of 1934. The new legislation placed all wre and
W rel ess communi cations services under a single i ndependent agency;
renaned the agency as the Federal Communi cati ons Comm ssion; and
expanded the agency fromfive to seven nenbers.

Today, the Communi cations Act of 1934, w th anendnents, governs
the operations of all wre and w rel ess comuni cati ons services in the
Lhited States.

An anendnent to the Radio Act of 1927, carried forward to the
Gommuni cations Act of 1934, kept the nunber of radio stations fairly
static throughout the country. The Davis Anendnent to the Act of
1927, naned for its originator, a Tennessee nenber of the House of
Represent ati ves, established five zones throughout the Lhited St ates.
The amendrent was designed to spread the stations through the zones,
thus assuring sone equal ity between najor netropolitan areas and rural
ar eas.

The Davis Anendnent becane a bar to the first efforts of M L.
Medl ey of Buffalo Valley, Tennessee, in his quest for a radio station
in Cookeville, Tennessee. Wien Medley first applied to the Federal
Radi o Cormission (FRQ in the
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early 1930's, he was informed that the zone was already fully
subscribed and that no allocation could be nade.

Medl ey next applied to the newer Federal Conmunications
Conmmi ssion (FCC) in 1938. The Davis Amendnent had been repealed in
1936, unknown to Medley until his renewed interest. The FCC
forwarded appropriate materials to himwhich would allow himto make
a formal application for a radio station in Cookeville. Through the
efforts of a friend, Jesse Beasley, and his brother, Beverly, who
was an attorney, M L. "Luke" Medley applied for the grant.

Medl ey found that his know edge of the broadcasting industry
was very limted. He traveled to Washington, B.C., shortly after
notification that his application had been accepted by the FCC. His
purpose for the trip was to gain as much information in advance of
t he FCC schedul ed hearing as possible. Upon |earning that he woul d
need | egal counsel for the hearing, Medley decided that he coul d not
afford to pay an attorney fromthe nmeager assets which he possessed.
He estinmates that total assets in 1939, when he was in WAshi ngton
wer e about $10, 000; much of which he states was not cash. He had
i ncluded property and household furniture in his total assets, he
says. Medley decided to represent hinself at the hearing.

Medl ey and his brother, Beverly, arranged to conduct a "trial"

hearing before an FCC exam ner prior to the schedul ed
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official hearing. Wen told that the case*appeared to be ready for
presentation, the two Medl eys went to the FCC hearing room
presented their case and returned to Cookeville.

QG her than a short dispute over the transnitter site, the
permt to construct the station was granted. Upon clarification of
the site dispute, Medley was informed to proceed.

A bad winter in Mddle Tennessee precluded very much work on
the station's physical plant. However, spring weather allowed
commencenent of the site preparation. WHUB Radio signed on the air
on July 20, 1940. Fromthe beginning day's broadcasts until md-
1944, the station was an independent operation. Since there was no
network affiliation, the only means of providing nusic was from
either records or fromlive performers in the studios.

Wrld War Il began within 18 nonths after the station's
i naugural broadcast. Al though station revenues were about equal to
expenses during those 18 nonths, the first nmonths of 1942 started a
steady decline in advertising business. Scarcity of goods and
personnel shortages contributed to the drought of nmoney. Medley had
many thoughts of returning to his father's store at Buffalo Valley
during 1942 and 1943, he says. However, he renmained at the hel m of

the operation through the stormest tinme.
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In 1944, Medley made his first visit to New York to seek
affiliation with one of the major networks. After an unsatisfactory
of fer from NEC Bl ue Network executives, he agreed to an arrangenent
with Mutual Broadcasting System Not fully satisfied with the Mitual
arrangenent, and still unconmtted officially since he had signed no
contract, Medley visited the CBS Network offices at 485 Madi son
Avenue. Medley stayed in New York for the remainder of the week,
meeting twice daily with a CBS station rel ations executive. Finally,
on Friday, the CBS official told Medl ey that he might as well return
to his station in Cookeville. [If any further information was
required, Medley would be notified.

On Sunday, Medley was notified by nmail that he would have a
full affiliation with CBS begi nning July 10, 1944. WHUB Radi 0 has
been an affiliate since that date.

Medl ey credits the beginning of a turn-around in his station's
revenues to the affiliation and the ending of Wrld War Il. Wth
the conclusion of the war, scarce goods returned to the narketplace,
thus allowing advertisers to use the station's facilities.

WHUB served as a yardstick for many station owners immediately
following the war. Small market radio began to flourish throughout
the country in 1946. The Upper Cunber-land area was no excepti on.
One of the first new grants was to a county adjacent to Putnam

County, at which time Medl ey



119
wonder ed how anyone coul d undertake the establishnment of a station
in atow smaller than Cookeville. That station, plus six others
now operate within range of WHUB' s signal.

Medl ey continued to progress with the station as he entered the
political arena, serving as the chief admnistrative officer for both
the Aty of Qookeville as Mayor, and as the Put nam County Judge.

e failure blotted the perfect record of Luke Medley. In the
early 1950's, when television began to nove fromthe netropolitan
areas out into the hinterlands, Medley petitioned the FCC for
channel five to be noved to the Gookeville area. The petition was
filed after a realignment of VH television allocations by the FCC
inits "Sixth Report and O der" of 1952. Transmtter separation
m | eages were changed, novi ng Cookeville into a possibl e interference
zone of another channel five station which was already in existence.

Medl ey lost the fight to WAG TV, Nashville.
. CONCLUSI ONS

During the 35 years of its existence, WHB Radi o has been a
focal point for not only the Cookeville city audience, but for the
residents of the entire Upper Qunberland pl ateau. For nmany years,
it alone provided regional reporting for the people of Putnam
Qunber| and, Overton, Wite, Smth, DeKalb, Warren, Jackson, Pickett,

Fentress, and day Counties. From
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1940 until early 1947, when WWI (now WAKI) McM nnvil | e began
operations, WHUB was the sole station in the area.

When Luke Medl ey began planning for WHUB's existence, it is
very apparent that he had no idea what was required to operate a
radio station. The fact that Jesse Beasley had encouraged himto
apply for a station, and the subsequent [ ate-night discussions,
built the fire of desire in Medley to gain the advantage over any
other applicant for a radio station in Cookeville.

H s naivete was denonstrated many tines in his first years
of operation. Even the idea that a network would be on the
doorstep offering affiliation as soon as he went on the air was
not disspelled i mediately. He thought that NBC Bl ue Network woul d
offer an affiliation when he met Kiggins in Chicago. Undaunted by
the mld rebuff there, he later went to New York, again seeking
approval fromKiggins of an affiliation. After the second
encounter with the NBC Bl ue executive, Medley appears to have
matured in his thinking about how his station would be accepted
by the industry's executives. H's approach to CBS Radi o was much
nor e busi nessli ke and nuch | ess enotional .

Medl ey has al ways placed the community at the top of his
priorities. [If WHUB could help in gaining industry for the
community, he allowed its use. Wen major considerations of

comunity interest, such as bond i ssues or school



121
construction projects were at issue, Medley nade the station's
facilities available to all sides in the discussion. WB has
al ways had an open m crophone avail able to any serious, community-

W de proj ect.

Wil e serving as County Judge and mayor, he frequently allowed
VWHB s m crophones to be used as soundi ng boards by those who opposed
his stand on issues.

Wien WHUB becane the sixteenth radi o station in Tennessee in
1940, it assurmed a leader's role in serving not only the public
interest, conveni ence, and necessity, it also truly becane the "HUB
of the Upper Qunberland.” For through the foresighted | eadershi p of
Luke Medl ey and the approxi nmately 120 enpl oyees who have passed
through the pay line there in 35 years of operation, Cookeville and
Put nam County have definitely becone better places to work and |ive.

Fromthe begi nning, WHB has been a pillar in the community.
Programnaterial has been presented for all elenments of the
audience. Farmprograns, to include weekly reports fromthe county
and home denonstration agents, the Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service representative, University of Tennessee
extension service materials fromthe UT Radi o Tape Network, and al
ot her avail able sources of rural nmaterial have been used. The daily
farmand market reports fromNashville and Knoxville, stock narket

reports, the entire gamut of price indices which
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m ght be of interest to WHUB' s di versified*audi ences have been
i ncorporated into their program schedul e.

There is no indication that Luke Medl ey plans to retire
to sone neutral corner now that he no | onger is the Putnam
Gounty Judge. No nention is nmade that he will sit quietly by and
advi se the younger nen who have assuned his ol d positions of
responsi bility on how those offices should be run. A ways, Luke
Medl ey's voice will be heard. BEver his know edge will be available, if
requested. But Luke Medl ey has gone back to the first love of his
life... he has re-entered the dreamof his younger years . . . the
dreamthat he and a friend, Jesse Beasl ey, shared so many years ago.
This dreamnowis his retreat to which he cones to relax. Al the years
of hard work are behind himnow WHB is a success. The Voice of the
Lpper Qunberland still carries the nessages whi ch he and Jesse Beasl ey
dreamed about. No longer is there concern about whether or not
Gookevi | | e, Tennessee, can support a radio station. The proof has been
there for the past 35 years.

In retrospect, it is doubtful that a man wth less fortitude than
Luke Medl ey coul d have opened a radio station in Gookeville, Tennessee,
at the end of a great depression and the begi nning of a great world war,
and have still owned it 35 years later. Men of |esser stamina woul d | ong

ago have "cl osed the doors and gone back to clerking at the store!"
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Figure 2. Buy War Bonds Booth — 1942.

Radi o Booth Constructed on West Broad Street
for Pronmoti on and Sal e of War Bonds.
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Figure 3. On the air wedding — 1942.

Br oadcast of Weddi ng Cer enony
During Putnam County Fair
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's Gospel Hour — 1944

Chi l dren

Fi gure 5.
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WHUB

1400 on'-..'four Dial

Proudly Annunnces 1ts Mfl]wtmn With the

Columbia
ﬂroadcastmg
System

E!'fg:!*, July !{lt]rmmgmg to the Upper Cumber-
land an added program service of National reputa-
i tion, featuring the l:est in

ENTERTMNMEHT NEWS, EDUCATION

Keep Tuned to WHUB for the Best in' Radio ::

Keep in tune with our boys “over there”
|. by buying MORE WAR BONDS .
& & &0
Figure 6. CBS Affiliation Announcenent — 1944,
V\HUB
1400 On Your D al
Proudly Announces its Affiliation Wth the
Col unbi a
Br oadcast i ng
System
Effective July 10'", bringing to the Upper Cunberl and
An added program service of National reputation,
Featuring the best in
ENTERTAI NMENT, NEWS5, EDUCATI ON
Keep Tuned to WHUB for the Best in Radio

Keep in tune with our boys “over there”
By buyi ng MORE WAR BONDS
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Figure 7. Mistard and Gravy Uni que — 1944.
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MUSTARD AND GRAVY UNI QUE I N RADIO — 27 July 1944
(Transcription of Figure 7)

Both Are Prosperous Business Men: Married Sisters, and Entered Radi o Contest
For Fun. Couldn’t Quit.

Sonething different in radio entertainnent conmes to the listeners over WHUB
in the Mistard and Gavy prograns sponsored by Retonga every day Mnday
through Saturday at 8:30 A M Few shows approach these entertainers in
versatility, hunmor, and fidelity to characters portrayed.

Hllbilly, blackface, even the imtation of a brass band and a circus m dway
seens easy to Frank Rice “Miustard” and Ernest Stokes “Gravy”. The announcing
on the programis by dint Faris, whose naturally friendly, cheerful voice
adds to the attractiveness of the fifteen m nute shows.

The team of Mustard and Gravy is unusual in several respects. Both are
prosperous grocers and don’t depend on radio for a living. They married
si sters. Al 'though their wives are good radio entertainers they seldom take
part in the prograns.

The advent of Stokes and Rice on radio was nore or |less accidental. They and
their wives enjoy nusic of the fireside variety and of evenings used to
entertain thenselves and their neighbors in WIson, NC with songs and
i nstrunents. Finally a radio station was opened in WIlson and an anateur
contest was staged. Mustard and Gravy entered for the fun of it and won.
They were engaged for a week’s stay on the station, and had no thought of
staying |onger. When their week was up, letters began to pour into the
station asking for a continuation of the Mistard and Gravy program This |ed
to nmore radio engagenments and finally to the formation of a group of
entertai ners who gave shows in nearby towns.

“This is when it ceased to be fun,” said M. Stokes. “I't was hard to keep
everybody happy, so we di sbanded the troup and quit radio.”

But the station and their friends would not let themquit, and soon they were
back, just the two of them under the nanmes of Miustard and Gravy. They have
been sponsored by Retonga for about two years. Recently their prograns were
transcri bed and put on a score of stations throughout the East and South, and
wer e i nstant aneous success.

Messrs Stokes, Rice, and Faris work together as a team Their shows are
sel dom rehearsed. G avy works on the general situation with suggestions from
Mustard and Faris. Mst of the dialogue is ad lib. Cues are passed from one
to the other all through the show. |If Mistard tries to borrow four bits from
Gravy he nmay be telling him that the program still has four mnutes to go.
They wite many of their songs thensel ves.

Both M. Stokes and M. Rice are native North Carolinians. M. Faris is a
native of GCeorgia.



OUR PLEDGE

WHUB was founded in 1940 to provide a service

to the public. Through peace and war it has
functioned “in the public interest” for four con-
secutive years. Well aware of its position of lead-
ership, WHUB renews its pledge to continue that
‘type of service which gamed for it a. natmnal rep-
utation as

The Voice of the Upper Cumberland_
W.H U B

1400 On Your Dial
M. L. Medley, _Frﬂsi;di-.‘nt ;

WHUB

Brings You the Biggest Shows in Town

i i ]
L i

Figure 8. Qur pledge/greatest show — 1944
OUR PLEDGE

VWHUB was founded in 1940 to provide a service to the
public. Through peace and war it has functioned “in the
public interest” for four consecutive years. Wll aware
of its position of |eadership, WHUB renew its pledge to

continue that type of service which gained for it a

national reputation as
The Voice of the Cunberl and

WHUB
1400 On Your D al
M L. Medl ey, President

WH U B
Brings You the Biggest Shows in Town
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The Bi ggest Show i n Town

JOAN DAVI S SHOW W TH ANDY RUSSELL!

Bl oodhounds? No, but she m ght have a billy
and a pair of handcuffs stuffed in her pocket.
For Joan Davis is off on another man hunt, and
t he Joan Davis Show is off on another merry-go-
round of fun for everybody. May we add that

Andy Russell sings as only this new star can

sing? Plus Harry Von Zell! Monday, 7:30 p.m
WE, THE PEOPLE!

The little people — your next door neighbor -

the you and | of Anerica, speak for thenselves.
M ke Boulton introduces the stories packed with

the heart and hopes of our great nation.
Sunday, 9:30 p.m

Frank Sinatral
The nunmber 1 man on young America’s popularity

parade sings the songs you love and is host to

the world' s greatest stars tonight! Wdnesday,
8:00 p.m

Andr e Kost el anet z!
Shimering beauti ful arrangenents  of your

favorite nmelodies. And an unusual weekly Youth

Award which may be won by the boy next door!
Thur sday, 8:00 p.m

Kate Sm th Sings!
Stars in her eyes .a voice and heart as big as
all Anerica. Hear Kate and Ted Col lins tonight
when they bring songs and |aughter to all the
famly. Friday, 7:30 p.m
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Figure 11. Nanme the CBS stars contest — 1945.
The Bi ggest Show i n Town
CBS WHUB CBS
You Can Wn!
Nanme the Stars

40. 00 Cash
Get Entry Blank Inside Store



Figure 12. Radio Manufacturers Association Award — 1945.

Pr esent ed
Through the National Association of Broadcasters
| N BROADCASTI NG S 25™ ANNI VERSARY YEAR
to

WH U B
by
THE RADI O MANUFACTURERS ASSOCI ATI ON
In Recognition of This Station’s
PUBLI C SERVI CE
And its contribution to
Wrld Peace and Har nony

1945
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Figure 13. Fifth Anniversary |ssue,
Put nam County Herald

WH U B
5'" Anni ver sary
EXTRA
Put nam County Heral d
Cookevill e, Tennessee
18 July 1945

1945 Marks Radi 0o’s 25'" Anniversary
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Figure 14. United Press Award — 1955.

This is to Certify That
Station WH U B
Has Been A Part OF The Wrld Wde
News Distribution System of
The United Press

Continuously Since July 16, 1940
Frank Bart hol onmew
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Figure 15. CBS Thirty-Year Colden Mke Award — 1974.
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Number 10.

Figure 16. VWHUB Rate Card
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Figure 17. ML. “Luke” Medley — 1975.



VI TA

John Harvey Carr was born in Maynardville, Tennessee, on
February 16, 1927. He attended el ementary school in that city and
was graduated from Central H gh School, Knoxville, Tennessee in
1944. He entered the United States Arny as a Private in May 1945.
Following his mlitary service, he entered Tennessee Pol yt echnic
Institute, where, in March 1952, he recei ved a Bachel or of Science
degree in Biology. He was enpl oyed as a staff announcer at WHUB,
Gookevi | | e, Tennessee during his four years as an undergraduate. He
again entered the United States Arny in June 1952 havi ng been
commi ssi oned a Second Lieutenant fromReserve (ficers Training
Corps at Tennessee Tech. Follow ng rel ease fromactive duty in
March 1954, he returned to broadcasting for the next nine years,
serving in admnistrative capacities including general managership
of WKE, (ak R dge, and WLAF, LaFollette, both in Tennessee. He
returned to the US. Arny in Novenber 1963, serving two tours in the
Republic of Viet Nam one tour in Brussels, Belgium as well as duty
inthe continental Uhited States. He was nmedically retired as a
Maj or in Cctober 1971.

He entered the G aduate School at The University of Tennessee
in March 1972, and recei ved the Master of Science
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degree with a major in Communications in Decenber 1975. He is a menber
of Al pha Epsilon Rho.

He is married to the former Mary Sue Garrett of Al good,
Tennessee. They are the parents of four children, Marti, John H I,

Robert E., and Richard J. Carr.



