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From left, are Putnam County
Heritage Book Committee
members Bettie Doyle, Carol
Bradford, Sharon Mata and
Glenn Bradford. The committee
isworking to put together a book
filled with stories from the
history of Putnam County.
Submissions are due April 30.
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Residents of Putnam County,
both current and former, will get

Tl the chance to share pieces of the
ared's history in an upcoming book by Country Heritage Inc. and the Putham County Heritage Book
Committee.

The book will be printed around Christmas time this year, but the committee is on the lookout for entries
now. Each household is encouraged to send in a 500-word geneal ogy/history and one photograph. Or, if the
ancestors were in Putnam County by or before 1870, a 1,000-word geneal ogy/history is allowed. The
committee a so allows military stories of 100 words and 250 words of church, club, organization and other
miscellaneous stories at the committee's discretion.

The committee has a little more than 500 stories so far. Among histories of families and organizationsin
Putnam County are entries of specific eventsin the past, such asthe story of thefirst post office in the area,
the last hangings of Putnam County, and how Monterey got its name.

"These are stories that are handed down that we don't want to die," said Sharon Mata, one of the committee
leaders. "There's been several people that | go visit and they tell all these wonderful stories. Like oneis
about Andrew Jackson coming to breakfast -- thisisin White Plains -- and they had to ride al night to get
bacon because they had run out of bacon."

The committee islooking for similar stories -- things people remember about the past that might not have
ever been recorded in anewspaper or history book.

And people worried about their lack of writing skills can lay their fearsto rest. The committee isglad to
help. Another committee leader, Bettie Doyle, said, "Two or three (of my friends) told me'l can't write! |
can't write!" | said, 'You send it. Wefix it."

Mata added, "What |'ve been doing is going to homes and talking with them. And then | take my notes and
do the best | can, and | turn them over to Carol (Bradford, fellow committee member) and she putsthemin
good form."

The committee has dedi cated itself to this massive project that involves compiling and sorting through an
enormous amount of material. But why go to all of thistrouble?



"Because it'sgoing to be gone," said Doyle. "My mom is 96 and she'sfull of goodies. But when she dies, |
don't know all the goodies. ... If you don't get that on paper, it's gone."

Matta said, "(An acquaintance) told the story of how his dad worked on Dale Hollow Dam. That was
during the war and they couldn't get any batteries. And so what he would do is take the coal from the
morning stove and put all the pans under the car to heat the il to start his car. Who would have ever
thought of that? ... Everyone tha | have visited has a unique story."

Those interested in submitting stories for the book have until April 30. Submitting a story and apictureis
free, however if it goes over the word limit, there is a charge for the extra words. When printed, the books
will be $55 each if picked up in Putnam County, or $63 if the book is shipped to ahome address. Any

proceeds | eft over from the cost of printing will go to the Cookeville History Museum, the Depot Museum

and Jere Whitson Library.

A pamphlet of the guidelines may be picked up at the Putnam County Library. For more information,
contact Bettie Doyle at (931)526-4819 or bsgoolsby@ frontiernet. net. Or visit www. county-heritage.

The Putnam County
Heritage Book Committee
Target Publication Date: Late 2008

= The Putnam County Heritage Book committee is préparing a unique
collection of topical and family sketches!

* We invite all residents, former residents, and those with roots in
Putnam County to submit
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a family household history
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Heritage Book
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of 500 words and one
photograph to be printed free!
* This is a rare opportunity to
be a part of Putnam County
History and Heritage!

The Heritage of
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Tennessee County Heritage series

* We will print only a limited
number of these beautiful
hardbound books. They will
be 9" x 127, exquisitely gold
stamped, matching other
Tennessee County
Heritage books!

» Because this is a limited edition book, only those who order and
pay in advance are guaranteed to receive a copy.

= These books will make excellent gifts for birthdays and holidays,
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HERITAGE BOOKSFOR SALE, PROCEEDSBENEFIT MUSEUMS
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COOKEVILLE — Only 70 or so copies

of “Heritage of Putnam County, Tennessee — 2008” are till

available to the interested public, with proceeds earned from
the sales going to the Cookeville History Museum, the Depot
Museum and the Jere Whitson Elementary School library.

The Putnam County heritage book is close to 400 pages long,
chockablock with thousands of entries of pioneer families,
notable names and places and hundreds of old photographs of
life in the Upper Cumberland.

The book took more than ayear to put together, created by
volunteers and book committee membersto document the
progress of the area and the people who made the area what it
is. Committee members wished they could have added more
stories to this edition and hope that the future bringsthe
opportunity to create another volume.

If thereis any interest in another volume from the community,
it should be expressed to committee members.

The book had afirgt printing of 500, with many book sales
going to those who pre-ordered the book months before it was

published. Seeing the growing interest in the book, the committee members ordered more and are hoping to
make a second printing once these remaining copies are sold.

“It’ simportant to know that thisisa‘heritage’ book, not a‘history’ book. ‘Heritage' and ‘history’ aretwo
different things,” said committee member Tommy Roberts. “History hasto be absolutdly factual. This book
is heritage, which is ora history passed down through families.

“WEe're very pleased with it overall,” Roberts added. “We realize it’ snot comprehensive, and therearealot
more stories to be told. But we' ve received very favorable comments. They're going pretty fast, so anyone
who wants (a copy of the book) should seetoit.”

“Heritage of Putnam County, Tennessee — 2008 is $65 each, with proceeds benefiting the two city
museums and Jere Whitson library. Copies are available at the Cookeville History Museum, or they may be
requested from Sharon Bryant-Mata at (931) 432-2222 or Bettie Doyle at (931) 526-4819.
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