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Saturday, October 7, 1933, is the date set
for
dedicating
Zollicoffer
Park,
commemorating the death of General Felix
K. Zollicoffer in the battle of Fishing
Creek, Kentucky, January 19, 1862.
This should be of some interest to people
of Putnam and adjoining countries as the
25th Regiment, C.S.A. organized and
commanded by Col. Sidney S. Stanton,
was actively engaged in this battle, and
was made up of soldiers from this section
of the state. The loss of this regiment was
not so heavy as some others as Col.
Stanton had advantageously placed it
along a fence row which happened to be
on that section of the battlefield, thus
giving it a great deal of protection. Their
loss was: 10 killed, 28 wounded and 17
missing.
There were three soldiers from Putnam
County that were eye witnesses to the
death of General Zollicoffer, they were
Riley Anderson, James Evans and P.
(Prettyman) Jones, the last named was
later a Captain in the Federal Army. These
three soldiers had taken refuge behind a
large chestnut tree when the General came
rushing up, mistaking a body of Union
soldiers just beyond them as part of his
own command and was killed. He fell
from his horse at their feet and was
supposed to have been killed by Col. Fry
of the Union Army, however, he had three
bullet holes in his breast, and it is probable
that several shots were fired at him. Two
of his staff were killed with him.
General George Thomas, commanding the
Federal Army, had the body of General
Zollicoffer sent to Louisville, Kentucky,
and embalmed, then shipping it to his
family in Nashville. His gray uniform
with his sword laying on top of the casket.
In the funeral procession his fine horse
was led behind him and his body was laid
to rest in the old Nashville Cemetery along
with Grundy, Roberson and many other
distinguished Tennesseans.

As a result of this battle the Confederate Army lost Kentucky.
Article typed by Mrs. Robert Anderson Shanks for Mrs. Audra Anderson Denny
June 4, 1961
Just where was the battle of Mill Springs?
The battle took place in western Pulaski County, Kentucky, which is located in south-central Kentucky.
The battlefield site is located today on Ky. Hwy. 235, just south of the town of Nancy, which is on Ky.
Hwy. 80. You can reach Nancy from the Cumberland Parkway (there is a marked exit about four miles
west of Nancy), or you can follow Ky. Hwy. 80 about eight miles west from Somerset is the closest city.
Somerset is located at the intersection of the Cumberland Parkway/Ky.Hwy.80, and US27.
Riley Anderson is the great great grandfather of Audrey J. (Denny) Lambert.
*See Family Sheet for Riley Anderson: www.ajlambert.com
The Battle of Mill Springs is also known as the Battle of Fishing Creek. For more information on this
battle, see Jerry McFarland, William Newkirk, and David Gilbert, eds. The Battle of Mill Spring, KY,
January 19, 1862 (Somerset, KY : Mill Springs Battlefield Association, 1999).

