LEWIS MONROE ANDERSON

Louis Huston Gill tells this story: “In the 1880’s men would cut timber and snake
the logs down to a stream, float them down to a certain spot and lash them
together into a raft. Then they would ride the raft down the Cumberland River to
the saw mill at Nashville. Lewis Monroe Anderson was doing this one winter
when he was a young man. The raft broke up and threw him into the river. After
this he got rheumatism so bad that he wasn’'t able to do much physical labor
thereafter. Some people thought he was lazy. He was about 6’4" tall, and he

became very heavy in his later life. Also, he was very well liked.”

Lamar Medley, describes him in the following manner:

“It would seem he had the right of leadership and executive ability, for | never
saw him when he wasn’t dressed up, white shirt, tie, etc. The only manual work
he ever did was robbing bees, a task he seemed to relish. He knew how to direct
labor, which always seemed more appealing than doing it himself. He thereby
had an excellent farm, well run and maintained with very little turnover in his
labor force. His tenants liked to work for him. He subscribed to the newspapers
that were available to him, the Nashville as well as the local ones, and read them
with great interest. He could relate what he read in an interesting manner, and
was a good story teller. This was one reason he was able to keep his help. At
the end of the days work, when the hands brought the teams and the tools back

to the barn, Grandpa always greeted them cheerfully and would have them visit a



while at the barn or on the porch. He would tell them the news and they were

always keenly interested in hearing him.”

Lewis Monroe Anderson was born 11 March 1867 in Boma, Putnam Co., TN. He
was twenty years old when he married the petite Matilda Isabelle “Tildy” Wallace
on 18 August 1887 near Silver Point, TN. Matilda Isabelle Wallace was born 23
January 1872 in Silver Pt., and was but a young girl of fifteen when she married
Lewis. Matilda's parents died when she was a child and she was raised by her
Aunt Lucretia Matelia "Creese" Hendley (1839-1915), and husband William Byrd
Wells (1844-1914). Lewis died at 5:30 a.m. of influenza, 10 December 1935,
Boma. He was the first born of Riley W. Anderson (1839-1885) and Micheal
Martelia “Mica” Elizabeth Alexander (1842-1910). They had five children, Lewis
Monroe, James Wade, William Thomas, Mary Jane & Judian “Tiny” Anderson.
The girls died a day apart on the 3™ & 4™ of October 1885 from the flux epidemic
in the Mine Lick Creek area of Putnam Co. Riley Anderson died a month later
from the flux and was buried a few hundred feet from their home, a large two
story log cabin, on their farm near Boma. The graves were moved to Smellage

Cemetery, Boma, at a later date.

During the Civil War, Pvt. Riley W. Anderson belonged to the C.S.A., Co. F, 25"
Inf. and was under the command of Col. Sidney S. Stanton. During the Battle of
Fishing Creek, Kentucky, January 19, 1862, Riley, James Evans and Prettyman

Jones Sr. witnessed the shooting death of Gen. Felix Kirk Zollicoffer (1812—



1862). These three soldiers had taken refuge behind a large chestnut tree when
the General came rushing up, mistaking a body of Union soldiers just beyond
them as part of his own command and was killed. He was shot and fell from his
horse at their feet. This was a fierce and bloody battle for the strategic spot,
which controlled the West to East supply route. The Confederates lost this battle
and all of Kentucky. Riley was wounded but recovered. Later he married
Micheal Elizabeth on the 23™ of March 1865 and they settled in the 11" Civil

District of Putnam County by 1870.

Lewis Monroe Anderson’s beloved wife Matilda died of cerebral hemorrhage, 19
November 1956, Boma. She was the daughter of McDonald Wallace (1826—
1876), s/o Hugh Wallace (1798-1877) & Nancy Jared (1796-1873) and Julia Ann
(1838-1872), d/o Aden S. Hendley (1812-1890) & Elizabeth Jane "Besty" Gentry
(1817-1897). Lewis, Matilda, Riley, Micheal, Aden and Elizabeth are all buried in

the Smellage Cemetery located in Boma.

The Wallace’s were landowners in an area that stretched from Buffalo Valley to
the waters of Indian Creek to land that later became the 13" Civil District of
Putnam County. State records show that Hugh Wallace “in consideration of the
sum of one cent per acre...on the 2" day of January 1826 pursuant to the
provisions of an act of the General Assembly” was granted 50 acres of land. The
grant was signed by Sam Houston. Four years later “by virtue of Entry No. 2172

Hugh Wallace was granted 400 acres of land “on the waters of the Buffalo Valley



and waters of Indian Creek” area. This grant was signed by Tennessee
Governor N. Cannon. Family history has it that Hugh Wallace was Scotch and
came walking over the mountains with an ax and gun over his shoulder and
settled the land. He died owning a great deal of property. His wife Nancy Jared
was the daughter of Revolutionary soldier Joseph Jared (1760-1848), buried in
the Joseph Jared-Ensor Cemetery, Putham Co. and Martha Agnes “Aggie” Beard
(1759—bef. 1802). Joseph Jared and Hugh Wallace signed the 1841 Petition for

the Creation of a New County - Putnam.

Riley W. Anderson was the son of Garland “Gallant” Anderson (1809-bef. 1867),
son of Thomas Shirley Anderson Sr. & Judith Robinson and Sarah Jones (1810-
1860), daughter of Prettyman Jones Sr. (1772-bet. 1825 & 1827) & Sarah
Hitchcock (1773-aft. 1840). Prettyman Jones Sr. started the first trading post
store in Buffalo Valley, Putnam Co., TN. Judith Robinson’s father Edward
Robinson Jr. was a soldier and her grandfather Edward Robinson Sr. was a

patriot giving supplies in Cumberland Co., Virginia during the Revolutionary War.

Louis Huston Gill, son of Preston and Addie Anderson Gill relates this story.
“Garland was born at Blackburns Fork on Roaring River, a tributary of the
Cumberland River, near Gainesboro in Jackson Co., Tennessee. He and his
brothers Thomas Shirley Jr. and Edward Robinson and their sister Annie Bartlett
and her husband Joshua, went to Buffalo Valley about 1838. They had enough

gold to buy land. | was told that Garland and Thomas, Jr. built their houses



within sight of each other. 1 believe that Thomas’ house later became known as
the Doc. Scott Farmer house. Garland’s house was destroyed by fire about
1950. It was a large two story house. His grandson, Lewis Anderson and Lewis’
family lived there until about 1892. Garland liked to hunt and camp out on a hill
top behind his home beneath two large chestnut trees where he asked to be
buried. He said that was as close to heaven as he would ever get. He is buried

there.”

Thomas Shirley Anderson Sr. (1779-1858) was the son of Revolutionary War
soldier William Anderson (1753-1795) and Catherine Shirley (1759-1833).
William's father James Anderson (1726—bet. 1783 & 1800) married Margaret
Trogs or Troys. Catherine’s father John Shirley Sr. (1733-after 1798) married
Elizabeth. Both James and John were Revolutionary War patriots contributing
supplies to the troops in Virginia. Thomas Shirley Sr. and Judith Anderson lived
in Jackson County, TN and are buried in the Allen/Anderson Cemetery on

Blackburn Fork Road.

Lewis Monroe and Matilda Anderson had seven children. William Grover Sr.
born 24 March 1889 — died 26 March 1970, married Lillian Lee (1889-1925),
buried in the Cookeville City Cemetery. Micheal Martelia “Telia” born 23
February 1891 — died 1 July 1951, married Ernest Medley (1885-1967), buried in
the Cookeville City Cemetery. John Byrd Anderson born 13 July 1893 — died 13

March 1894 buried in the Smellage Cemetery. Ollie Lamby born 23 May 1896 —



died 27 January 1988, married Warner Miller Julian (1888-1964), buried in the
Smellage Cemetery. Audra Camilla born 9 February 1899 — died 26 November
1990, married Virgil Timothy Denny (1884-1949), buried in the Cookeville City
Cemetery. Addie Anderson born 27 November 1902 — died 23 February 1976,
married Preston Steward Gill (1901-1967), buried in the Smellage Cemetery.
Eldra Anderson born 29 January 1909 — died 15 October 1981, married Floyd

Witherson Shanks (1906-1990), buried in the Cookeville City Cemetery.

Joe Lee Anderson speaks about his father William Grover Anderson Sr. “He was
born a farm boy at Boma in the last year of President Grover Cleveland’s first
administration. After Anderson finished high school in Cookeville, he worked for a
time at Boma in his uncle William T. Anderson’s general store. In 1912, he went
to Baxter, TN and worked until 1918 as cashier at the Baxter Bank & Trust
Company, and that year he and his uncle formed a partnership in a department
store in Baxter. It was the largest in the Upper Cumberland, boasting ‘anything
from the cradle to the grave.” They meant it too, for the partners were the
county’s first licensed embalmers. His interest in public affairs led him to three
terms as Putnam County’s direct representative in the State Legislature.
Anderson was first elected to the legislature in 1927, serving under Austin Peay’s
term; again in 1929-30 under Governor Henry Horton; and later, in 1949-1950
under Governor Gordon Browning. Mr. Anderson said, ‘When | went for my first
term, there wasn’'t a mile of hard-surface road in Putham County, Tennessee.’

Anderson was a member of the Putnam Board of Education 20 years, and was



building committee chairman when the first Baxter Elementary School was built

in 1923.

His proudest accomplishment as a legislator was his now famed “Million Dollar
Bill” appropriation request which saved Tennessee Tech. He called for a million
dollars to help build the school up, and he almost got it. After Governor Henry
Horton vetoed the “Million Dollar Bill” for Tech., he was still able to get a
$250,000 appropriation and a new lease on life for the college. Mr. Anderson
moved to Cookeville, TN in 1957. After an eight year tenure as General
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, he left his office at the corner of East
Spring Street and South Jefferson Avenue, Cookeville, TN. William Grover
Anderson was a 32" degree Mason.”
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