DENNY'S MEMORIAL METHODIST CHURCH
There was a church called Denny’s Memorial Methodist Church that was located on
Indian Creek Road in Putnam Co., TN. The GPS location is: N36°08.427' W85°45.878'.
The church was called Denny’s Memorial Methodist Church, named after Virgil Timothy
Denny who donated the land for the church. He was care taker, built fires in winter and
others pitched in if work needed to be done.

Virgil Timothy Denny, Luther “Luke” Alexander Shanks and Walter Shanks were the
pillars of Denny’s Memorial Methodist Church. Virgil Timothy Denny used to teach
Sunday school class and people came from all over to listen to his lessons. Miriam
Shanks Gwaltney daughter of Dona & Luke recalls the revival meetings in the summer
starting at night at Denny’s Memorial Church. People would gather from all around the
area, many arriving in wagons pulled by mules. The Shanks family would hook up their
buggy pulled by their horse named ‘Snip’. The church would be filled with people many
standing outside listening through the open windows to the sermon inside. Dona would
bring small pillows and her children would stretch out on the front row when they got
sleepy. James Pete Nichols recalls that they raised money by selling names on quilt
pieces. “My wife, Imogene Carr Buckner Nichols quilted this quilt and I have it now”,
says Pete.

Miriam remembers when WWII started and military maneuvers were held all around
Little Indian Creek, Putnam Co., TN on the Virgil Denny farm. The troops were camped
on Virgil’s property near Denny’s Memorial Methodist Church. The soldiers were

preparing to go to Italy to fight the war. The terrain in the valley was similar to Italy so
the soldiers could practice their maneuvers there.

The Buffalo Valley Presbyterian Church had always felt that its existence carried the
responsibility of sharing the gospel with other communities. In earlier years, its members
established several outpost worship services. The first one at Denny’s Seminary a school
house on Indian Creek. John R. Herndon preached at Denny’s Seminary once a month in
1893 and 1894. That led to the development of Denny’s Memorial Methodist Church
where Sunday School lessons were taught.

All that is left now of this community church is its foundation and many memories of
good country gospel experienced by all that attended.
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Entrance to the Denny’s Memorial Methodist Church
L to R: Top: Luke Shanks & Virgil Timothy Denny.
Second Row: Walter Warren Shanks, George Morris
Shanks, Dorothy Ann (Shanks) Fike & Robert Anderson
Shanks.
Third Row: Doris & Anna T. Leftwich, Carolyn (Shanks)
Huddleston & Miriam (Shanks) Gwaltney.
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Pictured is the foundation of the old Denny Memorial Methodist
Church. Carolyn (Shanks) Huddleston attended this church as a child.
She is pictured walking up the steps to the entrance of the church.
This was a beautiful church attended by the surrounding community.
Virgil Denny, Luke Shanks, and Walter Shanks were the pillars of the
Denny Memorial Methodist Church.
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