The Chaffin Name Origin
Abner Chaffin — 1% Generation
by Aive Chaffin Peterson

Many peopl e have asked ne where the nanme Chaffin originated,
what does it nean, or how many spellings have | found. |
don’t known all the answers, | can quote from sources on the
subject, state facts, and refer to WL. Chaffin's book
CHAYFI N S OF AMERI CA published in 1912.

M. Chaffin says in his book, “There is a curious |egend
concerning the origin of the name Chaffin, that the nanme may
be derived from a place called 'Le Chaffin’ in the Sol ogne
in France.” “It was renaned Chaffin.” M. Howard M Chapin
of Providence, R 1,, who has given the nanme considerable
study, says, “The original famly were from Saxony, sone of
them noving to France during the reign of the Plantagenets,
arid there taking the name Chopin.” “Qher sources claimthe
Chaffins came from Scotland, Ireland, Wiles, and sonme have
traced the famly to Holland,” says M. Chaffin, One popul ar
theory is that the nane is Wlsh emgrating to England &
possi bly Irel and.

Wien | visited England in 1962 | took special note of how
the nane was spelled in the London tel ephone directory, and

| found only four nanes spelled “Chaffin.” | was asked to
| ook into the neaning of a town in southern Germany, naned
Aschaf fenburg, which | did. But none of ny Cernman

acquai ntances were able to shed arny light on the subject.
The town, of course, was centuries old, but how, or if, it

has connection to the Chaf fin nane, | do not know.

M. Chaffiri states in his book that there have been Chaf
firme in counties Dorset, Soner sett e, and WIlts in
sout hwestern  Engl and, who are nentioned in BURK S
ENCYCLOPEDTh OF HERALDRY. M. Chaffin has a coat of arns
from England for the nane. It is pleasing to the eye. | have

not pursued the history of this coat of arns, as yet, nor do
| know whether it would apply to our famly nanme, since it
is not yet proven whether we originate from England,
Scot | and, or el sewhere.

The name has been subject to considerable variation and we
find it spelled Cheffyn in the reign of Edward | (1272—
1307). The nobst common variation seens to be Chafny. The
nanme has been changed, m spelled, m spronounced many, many
ways. | think the nost accepted spelling is Chaffin or

Chafin. O her known spellings are: Chaf f en, Chaf en,

Chaffins, Chaffind, Chaffing, Chaffings, Chaffein, Chaffon,

Chiff in, Chaffan, Chafflin, Cheffen, Chaffinch, Chaffant,

Chaf f ent, Chal fin, Chai phen, Chai phi ng, Chal phi ngs,

Chai phins, Chafyn, Cheffyn, and it is believed that

.Chaffee, Chaffy, Caffen, Chapin and Chopin may be fromthe
original, nanme also.



On the first U S. census in 1790 we find 39 heads of Chaffin
famlies with an average of per famly. W find spellings
varying from Chafen, Chaffen, Chaffing, Chafin, to Chaffin.
O course the name is found nuch earlier in colonial
America. WL. Chaffin' s descendents of Robert Chaff in go
back to 1719 when he married in Mass. Chaffin's are found in
Washi ngton Co. Penn. back to 1727. It is believed that the
famly in Virginia started about the same tine, possibly
with John who settled Mddlesex County. There could be
connecti on between the Southern and New Engl and and nmany are
wor ki ng to prove this.

There has been a famly tradition that the Southern |ine
came from Bi rm ngham England, during an uprising ,two
brothers with one settling in Mass, and one in Va, Proof of
connection has not been established. There is also a
tradition that John and Robert Chaffin cane from Scotland in
1730 and at least one (if not both) settled in Va. The

coi ncidence is that the two brothers from Engl and were naned
John and Robert al so John settled in Va, and Robert settled
in Mass, as far as is known.

As far as Encel & Leonard Chaffin, Carl Albert and |, who
have conpiled this manuscript, know - we conme fromthe
Virginia famly and our earliest ancestor is known to be
ABNER CHAFFI N b. about 176S. He probably came fromVa. to
N,C., thence to Term It is possible that sone of his famly
went to Ga, also. O course, as we have seen fromthe

hi stories of the Tennessee fam lies, they eventually
mgrated to Mo,, W Va., Ky., Ga., NC., S.C, Fla, Aa.,
Mss., La., Ill, and later to Calif., Tex., Kans., Colo.,
and Mont., and are probably in every state in the Union now,

ABNER settled in Jackson Co. Tenn., but we find Chaffins in
ot her counties of Term Later when ABNER S children
mgrated to Geene Co » Mo« we find Chaffins in other
counties in Mbo. also. There is roomfor nore research in
these areas to prove rel ationship.

The Sout hern Chaffins were nmenbers of the Christian Church
primarily. Many have been and are Church of Chri st

m ni sters. Apparently, Chaffins have al ways exercised

i ndependency in religious thinking. In the earliest day they
seemto be land owners arid farmers, nostly, but sone have
been busi nessnmen al so. W do know that the Virginia famly
was extensive and promnent, And WL. Chaffin’s book bears
out the sanme fact about the New England line of the famly.
We find patriots fromall three Iines New Engl and, the

Sout hern, and Penn. We have record of Chaff ins in the Rev.
War, the War of 1812 and the G vil War, as well as the wars
of this century. W have record of ABNER in War of 1812 (see



Part 111), also his son Wlliam (see Part 1), and his
grandson WlliamC. in the Cvil War, Union Arny (see Part
I11), as well as many cousins fromother Southern States in
t he Confederate Arny.

The Chaffins certainly did participate in the pioneer epoch
and migration to the West, Followi ng the wars, of course,
some took up their veteran | and grants, others honesteaded
government land in the West, others sought the adventures of
the “gold rush” days. Today, we find descendents in every
state in the Union.

Many have becone interested, if not curious, about their
famly origin, and we find many geneal ogi sts actively
engaged in trying to connect this vast famly together. This
is actually what pronpted the conpiling of our manuscript.



